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Happy New Year, I hope that you all have had a good Christmas. This year is a special
year for the Parish Church as 2018 is the 600th anniversary of the current building.

There has been a place of worship in Easingwold for a few centuries longer than that.
There will be various events throughout the year, some are being planned and others
have not been thought about yet. So far, we have a talent afternoon on 17th February, if
I get a chance to practice, I will give my flute a dusting down and play a few notes, there
are further details elsewhere in the magazine. Both Jubilate and Easingwold Singers will
be performing too. Please keep an eye out for posters and notices publicising the events
and I hope that all the events that take place will be well supported as we don’t often get
a chance to celebrate something 600 years old. Bishop John is also coming for a special
service in July, unfortunately, he has a busy diary and he is unable to be with us to celebrate
the birth of John the Baptist. 
Celebrating was something that Jesus did; the first miracle in John was turning water
into wine at a wedding. Jesus could see the need to socialise and respond to the needs of
those around him. I hope that as part of our celebrations that we are able to reach out to
the community and involve as many people in some way or another. If you can think of
any way that we could celebrate the coming year, then please say so. 
This leads to the second part; how can we respond to the needs of those around us?
Jesus saved the day at the wedding and turned water into wine, he fed the 5000 after they
had been listening to his words for days. What can we do? It isn’t always easy as some
people don’t want help, some people only want help as long as there is discretion, but
others are happy to accept help. We don’t have the insight that Jesus has to help us. When
we think of those who do need help, we may include ourselves. How do we feel about
people helping us? Allowing people to help us can be an act of humility. Most people don’t
want freebies and want to do things themselves but that isn’t always possible. 
During this special year, I hope that we are able to walk alongside people as they join in
our celebrations. It gives us an opportunity to find out about the people around us and
see if there is any way that we can support them as they support us in our celebrations. 
I pray that 2018 will be a good year for our church, and for it to be a focus for the town.
Through this, I pray that we make God relevant to those around us so that this Good
News is heard and received. 
Have a wonderful New Year Every blessing

Margaret
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Community Care in 
Easingwold and District
Easingwold and District Community Care

Association (EDCCA) has functioned
for many years. However, there may be many
residents who are unfamiliar with its role.
Our aim is to provide and co-ordinate

support for people in our community to enable
them to live independent lives. We have a
small, dedicated staff and over 100 volunteers
who work across the services we offer.
The Community Car Scheme supports

people with mobility problems, providing a
door to door taxi service. This offers the
opportunity to leave the house for social and
domestic purposes, reducing levels of
isolation and loneliness as well as improving
general health and wellbeing. 
We recently launched the services of a new

community minibus which can be hired by
voluntary and community groups, schools,
etc. EDCCA are running a weekly assisted
shopping trip to TESCO at Clifton Moor
and also to Northallerton.
The Meals on Wheels service provides twice-

weekly, hot two-course meals in Easingwold
and also some of the villages. The meals are
provided by Clarks Bakery and approximately
200 meals per month are distributed. 
For older people or to provide respite care,

we have a Day Centre operating from

Springhill Court on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Fridays. The Centre is also open on Thursday
with an emphasis on those suffering from
Dementia. There are lots of activities, days
out, a hot meal and opportunities to enjoy
the company of other people. 
Some of our volunteers visit elderly people

who have limited opportunities to leave their
homes. They may appreciate a chat over a
cup of tea or even a trip to the shops or
countryside. We are currently piloting a
telephone befriending service. Along with
this, there is a Carers Respite Sitting Scheme
which aims to give a break to anyone who
may be looking after a parent, child, partner
or friend on a regular basis. 
Over the last few years Local Authority

funding for these services has been cut
dramatically, this at a time when there is an
ever-increasing need. EDCCA focuses on
providing these services to our community in
the best way it can. We welcome donations
either now or in the future or perhaps you
may wish to consider running a fundraising
event for us. If you would like to know more
about our services or becoming a volunteer,
our website is www.edcca.org.uk.
Please help us in any way you can and

remember us in your prayers. 

January 7th –MU Sunday Lunch;  – 12.00 for 12.30 at The George
January 25th –MU Communion & Coffee – 10.00am in Parish Church
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The Lives of an Easingwold 
Clergyman’s Descendants
The Revd John Armitstead, born in

Austwick near Giggleswick, son of a
yeoman called John, became vicar of
Easingwold in 1771 after serving his curacy
in Coxwold. Following the death of his first
wife, he married again and went on to have
7 children! Only 3 of his children had
survived him at the time of his death in
1812, 2 daughters and 1 son. These were not
unusual circumstances in the 18th and 19th
centuries, however, there followed some
fascinating ventures involving John
Armitstead’s son George and his descendants.
George Armitstead went into the flax trade

and found himself in Riga, today the capital
of Latvia, along with many other British
merchants. George married Emma Jacobs, a
Russian Jew, and they had 4 sons who went
on to be influential in the city.
The first son, John William, founded an

Anglican church in Riga in 1857 and,
although suspended during the communist
era, it is still an Anglican church today. John
William had a son George (another George!)
who became a civil engineer and was
responsible for many public buildings,
hospitals, schools, and the first tramline in
Riga. He became mayor of the city and it is
speculated that Tsar Nicholas II asked him to
be mayor of St. Petersburg but he declined the
offer. George was so admired that in 2006
Queen Elizabeth II unveiled a statue to him,
his wife and their Newfoundland dog ‘Robber’
in the city. Their dog, incidentally, formed a
special bond with Richard Wagner when the
composer came to give lessons to his daughter.

George’s second son, also called George,
moved to Dundee working in the family flax
and shipping business. He married into a
wealthy Scottish family and became a JP and
Deputy Lieutenant. In his position as an MP
for Dundee he became a close friend and
financial benefactor to William Gladstone,
Prime Minister, and ultimately was a
pallbearer at his funeral.
The third son, James, also worked in the

flax trade and became a banker and chairman
of the local Riga stock exchange. As a wealthy
man, James left a sizeable legacy that was
used to build the Riga Children’s Hospital.
The building still exists today with his name
above the door.
George’s fourth son Alfred had a son,

Henry Alfred (another of Revd. Armitstead’s
great-grandsons), who was notable for his
work with the Hudson’s Bay Company in
Archangel. Subsequently, he became involved
with a Norwegian explorer, a Siberian
steamship owner and the forerunner of the
British MI6 in two attempts to rescue the
family of Tsar Nicholas II from house arrest
in Tobolsk and then Ekaterinburg in 1918.
Both efforts failed before the family was
assassinated.
One wonders what Revd. John Armitstead,

from the quiet market town of Easingwold,
would have made of the ventures and
achievements of his descendants!
Reference: Slater, M. (2016) To the Baltic

and Beyond: the Remarkable Descendants of
John Armitstead of Austwick. North Craven
Heritage Trust (northcravenheritage.org.uk)
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Prayer is at the heart of what the church is about and the prayer corner in St John’s
continues to be used regularly. Please write the names of people you would like to be
remembered in the book there. We also have a prayer chain, where a number of people
pray for those in special need. If you would like prayers for yourself or another, in church
or on our confidential Prayer Circle, please contact Deacon Chris Peel on 823548. 
Please include in your prayers this month: 

• All who live and work east of Crabmill Lane, York Road and along the 
Stillington Road.

• Those who use, and those who work at, the Golf Club and Football Club.
• All who maintain essential services – water, gas, electric, street cleaners, 

refuse collectors, post office workers.
• Those who live by the Easingwold Road in Raskelf; the cricket club. 

The LyCiG team would like to update
you on what we have been doing . . .

Initially, myself, the vicar and Juliette
Jennings went on a residential course with a
large number of churches from the Diocese
of York. We found the course inspiring and
soon got a team together in order to
investigate how we as a church could go
about growing both in numbers and
spirituality. We have now led 6 open sessions
over the course of the last 6 months finishing
early in November.
The sessions (titled: Our Focus, Our Plan,

Our Culture, Our Calling, Our Journey, and
Our Heart) stimulated enjoyable and
interesting discussions. All the sessions were

LyCiG Update

Dear Reader,

based on DVDs and written material, all of
which are available if anyone who missed the
sessions would like to see them.
We are now going through a period of

prayer and reflection until we meet again in
the New Year to try and formulate a plan to
lead us forward as a church. We have had a
lot of input from church members who
attended the sessions and others who have
submitted written thoughts. We still
welcome any comments about ways in which
to grow our church and we would ask all
church members to pray for the success of
this process. Alan Hake
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Wed 3rd 9.00am Holy Communion
12 noon Lite Bite Lunch @ Old Black Bull

Thurs 4th 7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice 
Fri 5th 3.00pm Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre
Sunday 7th              The Baptism of Christ / Epiphany 

8.00am Holy Communion 
9.10am Raskelf Eucharist 
10.30am Parish Eucharist with Church Mice
3.30pm Evensong 

Mon 8th 4.00pm Choir Practice - All welcome
6.30pm ECY @ the Cozie Centre (Easingwold Christian Youth)

Tues 9th 10.00am Bible Conversations @ 11 Whiteoak Ave – All welcome 
3.00pm Springhill Court Holy Communion
7.00pm Anglican/Methodist meeting in the Vicarage

Wed 10th 9.00am Holy Communion 
9.45am Standing Committee
7.30pm Raskelf meeting in Village Hall

Thurs 11th 7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice
8.00pm Inspire Young Adults/young in faith @ vicarage

Fri 12th 3.00pm Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre
3.45pm Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms

Sunday 14th              Epiphany 2
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Raskelf Family Service 
10.30am Joint Service @ Methodist Church
3.30pm Evening Service at Methodist Church 

Services and Events
January 2018

To contact the Revd Margaret Young
Tel: 01347-821394 or Email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org

The Vicar’s day off is Monday
Children are welcome at all our services 
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Mon 15th 4.00pm Choir Practice - All welcome
6.30pm ECY @ the Cozie Centre (Easingwold Christian Youth)
7.00pm Deanery Synod in Church 

Tues 16th 7.00pm CTED @ Methodist Church 
Wed 17th 9.00am Holy Communion 

7.30pm PCC meeting in church 
Thurs 18th 12noon Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ Methodist church 

7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice
Fri 19th 12noon Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ Parish Church 

3.00pm Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre
3.45pm Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms

Sat 20th 12noon Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ Parish Church 
Sunday 21st Epiphany 3

8.00am Holy Communion
9.10am Raskelf Eucharist 
10.30am Parish Eucharist with Church Mice
3.30pm United Service of Christian Unity @ Methodist Church 

Mon 22nd 12noon  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ Methodist Church  
4.00pm Choir Practice - All welcome
6.30pm ECY @ the Cozie Centre (Easingwold Christian Youth)

Tues 23rd 12 noon Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ Methodist Church   
Wed 24th 9.00am Holy Communion 

12noon Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ St John the Evangelist 
Thurs 25th 10.00am Mothers’ Union Communion & Coffee – All welcome 

12noon Week of Prayer for Christian Unity @ St John the Evangelist
7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Fri 26th 3.00pm Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre
3.45pm Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms

Sunday 28th            The Presentation of Christ 
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Eucharist with Church Mice   

Mon 29th 4.00pm Choir Practice - All welcome
6.30pm ECY @ the Cozie Centre (Easingwold Christian Youth)

Wed 31st 9.00am Holy Communion
February
Thurs 1st 7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice
Fri 2nd 3.00pm Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre

3.45pm Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms
Sunday 4th The Second Sunday before Lent 

8.00am Holy Communion 
9.10am Raskelf Eucharist 
10.30am Parish Eucharist with Church Mice
3.30pm Evensong
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You are invited to our Sunday School for ages 3-11,
which continues at 10.30am on January 7th,  21st & 28th
Many activities: Learning through the Bible - in term time

You are also very welcome on any Sunday
Easingwold Parish Church St John & All Saints, Church Hill

7th Jan Epiphany (with Methodists) Evensong
Isaiah 60.1-6 Isaiah 60.1-9
Ephesians 3.1-12 John 2.1-11
Matthew 2.1-12

14th Jan 2nd Sunday of Epiphany (Methodist Covenant Service)
Joint Service at Methodists Evensong at the Methodists

21st Jan 3rd Sunday of Epiphany Evensong
Genesis 14.17-20 Jeremiah 3.21 - 4.2
Revelation 19.6-10 Titus 2.1-8, 11-14
John 2.1-11

28th Jan Candlemas
Malachi 3.1-5
Hebrews 2.14-18
Luke 2.22-40

This magazine offers businesses the perfect
opportunity to get themselves in 
front of potential customers at 
affordable advertising rates
Contact Les Hawkins on

01273 454536 now!!

Free Diaries . . .
There is no financial obligation 

to your Church, Charity or organisation 
as the production cost is met by securing
advertising support from local businesses

Our diaries offer:
• Your personalised information
• Selection of coloured cover materials
• High standard of layout and presentation

SERVICE PUBLICATIONS LTD
t: 01273 454536

www.servicepublications.co.uk
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Tickling Talents
As the Parish Church thinks about
celebrating 600 years since the present
building was completed – the wonder of its
architecture, and furnishings and the skill of
those who built it and have added to it since
- we are asking you to think about people’s
talents today.
What are you good at we wonder? Are you

an actor, an artist, a baker, a comedian, a lover
of reading aloud, a musician (instrument or

vocal)? We would like you to consider very
carefully what you could offer for part of an
afternoon’s entertainment on Saturday 17
February to raise funds for the church. 
If you don’t feel you can offer your talent,

then please put the date in your diary and
come along to support the occasion. Don’t be
shy! Perhaps you can offer to help even before
you are asked. Nancy (824227) and Chris
(823548) would love to hear from you.

Raskelf Church Restoration Fund
Over £1,000 raised for Raskelf Church
Restoration Fund from two recent fund
raising events. So, a huge thank you to
everyone who supported the Pie & Pea
Lunch held in November; a total of £460 was
made.
And an equally huge thank you to everyone

who supported and helped on the evening of
8th December for the Flower Demonstration
by our own Lynne Price of Amstel Florist
(picture right); when £600.63 was raised!

Audrey’s Perfect Christmas!
Following her debut at Easingwold in June
with “Audrey’s Perfect Holiday”, Audrey
returned to Easingwold Parish Church on
Saturday 25th November to give us “Audrey’s
Perfect Christmas”; a musical drama written
and directed by our own Amanda Hopewell
who also acted and sung in the production
with the ‘Theatre by Candlelight’ company.
Our grateful appreciation to Amanda, the
cast and backstage crew for an enjoyable
evening and for donating all profits to church
funds.
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Oasis @ Easingwold Methodist Church
Thank you to all friends who support this
time of friendship on the last Friday of most
months. As well as providing good coffee and
company during the past twelve months, we
have given almost £700 to many different
charities; including several local ones such as
Cozie, Chernobyl children, St Leonard’s
Hospice and Alne Hall. In addition, the

charities themselves have had stalls to boost
their funds; Fair Trade stalls sold £900 worth
of goods and occasionally Boot Shop friends
have joined us.
We look forward to seeing many of you in

2018: the first two Oasis mornings are Jan
26th and Feb 23rd from 9:45. 
Thank you, Jill Minty

Donating by Standing Order?
Parishioners who donate to church funds by standing order can feel embarrassed when the
collection plate is offered for their contribution. Therefore, simple business-card sized notes
will be made available at the church door stating, “Please accept my donation to church funds
made by Bank Standing Order”. Such a note may be picked up on your arrival and placed on
the collection plate to be offered and blessed alongside cash donations.

WJH (Hon Treasurer)

Magazine Distribution
Many thanks to all the volunteers who deliver the magazine every 

month to our regular subscribers.
Also, a reminder that annual subscriptions are now due; £3.60 for 12 

monthly issues (based on a suggested donation of 30p per issue).

Easingwold Community Library offers a free
service for people of all ages who, because of
ill health or disability, find it difficult to get
to the library or carry books. The service is
also available to carers. 
Our volunteers will select books to suit the

customer’s tastes and they can either be
collected from the library by a friend or
relative or we can deliver directly to the
customer every two weeks. Our delivery
volunteers are all DBS checked and cover
Easingwold and all the surrounding villages.

We offer free access to books (including large
print and children’s), audio books, DVDs,
music on CD and information
Users can opt in and out so can use the

service if they are recovering from an illness
or operation or can’t get out in bad weather.
To find out more please contact Easingwold

Library on 01609 534584 and leave your
name and telephone number. Someone will
call back to arrange a visit find out what sort
of books or other materials are required and
to explain how the service works.

Love books but can’t get to the library?

We have volunteers ready and waiting to help!
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An easy way to raise funds for Easingwold with Raskelf PCC – at no extra cost to you – every time you buy
anything online with the UK’s leading online fundraising service, EasyFundraising.

With over 3,200 shops and sites on board including Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Sainsbury’s, Virgin Trains
and Aviva, you can get donations on everything from your weekly shop to your annual holiday and it doesn't
cost a penny extra! It's really simple, all you have to do is:

1. Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk and, under “Join now” search for “Easingwold with Raskelf PCC” and
join for free.

2. Every time you want to shop go to EasyFundraising, find the site you want and start shopping
3. When you check out, Easingwold with Raskelf PCC gets a donation for no extra cost whatsoever!

The shops and sites give EasyFundraising a percentage of what you spend and they turn that into a donation,
it’s that easy. There’s no catch or hidden charges and Easingwold with Raskelf PCC will be really grateful for
your donations. Thank you for your support!

Baptisms 3rd December Charlie Scurr
Marriages NONE
Funerals 30th November Betty Leighton

1st December Sheila Peet
5th December Barbara Bestley
7th December Katherine Elliott

Home Insurance – a interesting offer!
To mark the 130th anniversary of their
foundation, our church insurers,
Ecclesiastical Insurance plc, are offering a
bonus gift to our parish funds of £130 for
every new home insurance policy taken out
during 2018 by our clergy, church workers,
volunteers or any member of our
congregation.

If interested, all you need do is contact
Ecclesiastical for a quotation, accept only if
it suits you, quote their code ‘Trust 130’ and
nominate our parish. They can be contacted
on 0800 783 0130, or at
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130
Further details at the back of church, or

from the Churchwardens or Treasurer.

Well Being Café
The Well Being Café continues to meet at the Methodist Chapel in Chapel Street every Tuesday from 10.30am to
12.30pm. If you know of someone with dementia or are beginning to suffer yourself, please do come along. Carers
are welcome too. Cost £4 includes coffee and biscuits and a light lunch, plus activities.
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Local people serving the local community

• Established 1865

• Memorial Consultants

• Pre-Arrangement Plans available

• 24 hour service

Market Place, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AD

Office hours: Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm

01347 821370
Nigel Medd, Consultant Funeral Director

Judy Lynch, Funeral Director

CHAPMAN MEDD FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Part of Dignity plc.  A British Company.  www.dignityfunerals.co.uk

Traditional home-baked food from our bakery
- always top quality, always good value

Master Bakers, Take Away Specialist
Café and Tearooms

A wide range of homemade sandwiches
and take-away snacks

LOCAL QUALITY
WARM FRIENDLY SERVICE

Tel/Fax: 01347 821285

ST MARY’S CHURCH, RASKELF
Wednesday 3rd January 
Lite Bite Lunch
Old Black Bull, 12noon

Sunday 7th January 
Communion, 9:10am

Wednesday 10th January 
Meeting in Village Hall, 
7:30pm

Sunday 14th January 
Family Service, 10:30am

Sunday 21st January 
Communion, 9:10am



TEMPO HOME
ENTERTAINMENTS

Lones Dailes  |  Easingwold

Tel: 01347 821371
For all kinds of Music

Videos, CD and Audio

NAXOS  |  HYPERION  |  CHANDOS

JOHN WILSON
& SON

Undertakers

Independent Family Run

Private Chapel of Rest

24 Hour Service

7 St James Square
Boroughbridge

01423 322508
www.johnwilsonandson.co.uk

The Hawk Creative Business Park
The Hawkhills Estate, Easingwold, YO61 3FE

01347 825255
e: info@hawkcreative.com
www.hawkcreative.com

Offices to let on your doorstep
Rent an office - a meeting room

a desk - or just an address

Full support services; Stunning setting;
Superfast IT; Flexible leases

Low running costs & low carbon footprint

change the way you work



F I N E  I N D I A N  D I N I N G

Visit our newly refurbished restaurant with seating for over 200 diners

Takeaway service available

York Road
Easingwold
YO61 3PG

Tel: 01347 823370
www.jaipur-spice.co.uk

the estate agent

Easingwold

Offices also in: York, Acombe, Bishopthorpe Road, Wetherby & Leeds

Residential
• Free Valuations
• Free Advertising
• No sale - no charge
• Nationwide Coverage

Commercial - Business Sales
• Land and New Homes

Letting & Management

ANDY GALLOWAY
Branch Manager

Tel: 07989 438801

MARKET PLACE  |  EASINGWOLD  |  YO61 3AD

Tel: 01347 823535
Email: easingwold@hunters.com


