
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Vicar . . . 

 

Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 tells us that  

   “there is a time for everything and a reason for every activity under the heavens.” 

March 2019 is the time of Lent and a time of reflection and a time to put ourselves right be-

fore God. Forty days prayer, penance, repentance, almsgiving and self-denial. 

 
Fasting is common along with giving up of luxuries. One way in which CTED (Church To-

gether in Easingwold and District) promotes this is with Lent lunches every Friday - a simple 

meal of homemade soup and a roll; fasting reminds us of how Jesus fasted during his forty 

days in the desert.  Our Lent Course this year is being led by Bishop John of Selby, John 

Thomson, these will be on a Wednesday night at the Methodist Church. Exact timings for all 

of these can be found in the centre pages. 

 
I was always taught that it is not what you give up for Lent that is important, it is what you 

take up. Being more disciplined in daily prayer is one way; attending a church service other 

than your usual one or reading inspiring novels of Saints lives can be other ways. Jesus 

took up his cross and died for us, it wasn’t a journey that He needed for Himself but it was 

one that He chose to accept for us.  

 
A Catholic nun friend of mine is always very glad when Lent is over, she lives in a convent 

with 4 other nuns and they are very strict during Lent, no meat and a very frugal existence. 

Even on Feast days they stick to their routine, as she keeps saying Lent isn’t supposed to 

be easy. In many ways she was in an environment that supported this way of living, every-

one went to prayers at a certain time there was no putting it off. It is more difficult without 

this support, one problem that we have occurs when we set ourselves unrealistic expecta-

tions, as many do for New Year’s resolutions. It is probably more meaningful to do some-

thing small but manageable to remind us of Christ and daily prepare ourselves spiritually for 

His resurrection at Easter. 

  

Going back to Ecclesiastes Ch3, verse 6 tells us that there is “a time to search and a time 

to give up”. Lent is a time to search for Jesus and a time to give up on everything that 

keeps us from him.  

 
Every blessing for March 

    

Margaret 

 



 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church is about and the prayer corner in St John’s contin-
ues to be used regularly. Please write the names of people you would like to be remembered 
in the book there. We also have a prayer chain, where a number of people pray for those in 
special need. If you would like prayers for yourself or another, in church or on our confidential 
Prayer Circle, please contact Deacon Lottie Cranfield on 824399.   

 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

1. All who live within the area bounded by Uppleby, Spring Street & Crabmill Lane 

2. Those who use the cricket ground, tennis courts, bowling green & Memorial Park 

3. Those who work at, or visit, the Health Centre; district nurses and chiropodists 

4. Those in Raskelf who live in Westmoor Lane & its associated roads                                                            

 

Open The Book dates for March to April  
at Easingwold Primary School 

 

  7 Mar     The Two Sons 
21 Mar  A Tale of Two Houses 
  4 Apr On the Road to the Cross 

  

 

THE WOOFYT IS BACK ! 

The WOOFYT (Wooden One-octave Organ For Young Technologists) makes a welcome re-
turn to the Parish Church on Thursday 4

th
 and Friday 5

th
 April.  This amazing instrument is 

the brain child of Easingwold Town Band Chairman Bill Cleghorn, and utilises his expertise 
both as a musician and a manufacturer of valves and pumps to demonstrate the principles 
of wind instruments, and especially the pipe organ.   Most importantly it does so in a way in 
which children are able to understand and manipulate it, whilst having fun and working to-

gether as a team.  To this end pupils from Easingwold Primary School, and other local 
schools, will visit over the two days to make the most of this opportunity.   

 

For those of a technical bent it features marine toilet valve housings, lightweight flexible hose 
and push-fit plastic pipework, together with bicycle wheel spokes, paper clips, small springs, 
copper wire, table tennis balls, plasticised cotton fabric, plywood and a lot of nuts, bolts, 
screws and glue.  

 

The WOOFYT has been demonstrated in concert halls, cathedrals, churches, schools, col-
leges, festivals and community centres throughout the UK.   Come along and see it for your-
self! 

For further details please see   www.woofyt.org 

Ian Peel  

http://www.org.uk


 

 

 
‘Over a century of football in Easingwold’ 

 

It is just over a year since Easingwold Town AFC reached another milestone, 125 years since it was 
formed in 1892 – the same year as the Easingwold Advertiser. 

 

On the 28th of September 1892 a largely attended meeting was held in Easingwold Town Hall with a 
view to forming a football club in the town and it was unanimously agreed to do so.  The meeting ap-
pointed an honorary secretary and likewise a treasurer.  A second meeting was held when appoint-
ments were made for team captain and vice-captain and it was announced that Mr J H Love JP of The 
Hawkhills had kindly agreed to become the Club President.  Favourable replies had been received re-
garding the position of vice presidents which included Mr G H Smith and the Vicar of Easingwold the 
Reverend Nathan Jackson.  The membership subscription was set at two shillings and sixpence for a 
season, the arrangements for a playing area had to be concluded – hopefully The Chasegarth, Long 
Street and equipment plus shirts needed to be purchased.  

 

Teams competed against in the early years were usually churches and chapels, for example Malton 
Bible Class!!  There were village teams – Helperby, Tholthorpe, Gilling, Newton on Ouse and Myton. 

 

The York League was formed in 1897 and eventually Easingwold competed in that league.  This con-
tinued until 1914 when the league ceased to function because of World War 1:  three Easingwold 
players were killed in the war namely Harold Leconby (captain), George Fothergill and George Sturdy, 
the latter two are commemorated at the Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium. 

 

The club reformed in 1919 and became part of the 2nd Division of the York and District League, and 
eventually a Reserve Team was formed. 

 

During the 1920’s and 30’s there were two additional teams formed – Easingwold Rangers and Eas-
ingwold Wednesdays, they played in the Forest of Galtres League, but eventually had to withdraw 
due to lack of players. 

 

The Town Club progressed until 1939 and ceased during the second world war.  John Cleaver, who 
served in the Royal Navy, and was killed in 1942, is commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial.  
He played for the Easingwold Wednesday team.   

 

The Town Club reformed in 1946.  Both Town teams had progressed through the 1950’s and 60’s 
playing on six different grounds, until in 1970 land was purchased on Stillington Road from the late 
Horace Hunter, referred to in the title deeds as “Bull Hill”, this land having at one time belonged to 
the Church of England. The deeds show that a signature was witnessed in Russia and that the docu-
ment referred to the Vicar of Easingwold as The Reverend John Armitstead.  He was Vicar in the town 
for 41 years from 1771.  His son George went to Riga in Latvia about the time of his father’s death, 
which was in 1812, and began work for a flax merchant.   



 

 

He had four sons and they were instrumental in the making of Riga, founding a bank, shipping lines 
and trading companies. They chaired the city’s stock exchange, funded a children’s hospital and do-
nated paintings.  Son John established St Saviour’s Anglican Church and built it with Yorkshire im-
ported stone.  It was George’s son (great grandson of the Vicar of Easingwold) who gave the Armit-
stead name the heroic status it enjoys in Riga.  He became Lord Mayor of Riga in 1901.  Ninety-four 
years after being laid to rest in a wooded cemetery, within earshot of the trams which he introduced, 
George finally received the formal acknowledgement for which campaigners had strived:  Our Queen 
unveiled a bronze statue of him, his wife Cecile, and their dog, in front of the National Opera Build-
ing.  The Queen’s speech recalled how Riga had provided waterproofing pitch and hemp rope for 
Royal Navy ships at the Battle of Trafalgar and that Armitstead had “descended from a Yorkshire Vic-
ar”.  Some parishioners may remember that a local Rotary Club member from Poppleton arranged 
for Latvian visitors to visit and a brilliant organist and singer from that country provided a most en-
joyable evening in Easingwold Parish Church – an historical link which was much appreciated.   

 

In 1973 the club formed a minors’ team which played in the York Minor League.  In 1978 Easingwold 
Rural District Council offered to the club a sectional building which had been the Council Chamber 
with Offices, this was accepted and removed to the site, becoming the clubhouse with changing 
rooms. 

 

In 1980 an under 12 team was formed which played in the York Mitchell League.  Sponsorship on 
players’ shirts then became a new method of fund raising involving the local businesses. 

 

In 1984 an under 11 boys’ team was formed and played in the Ryedale League. 

 

In 1992 the club held a centenary dinner at York Racecourse and at that time a brief 100 years’ histo-
ry booklet was produced by club members Ian Kay, Stuart Burton, Will Lefebve and Janet Boddison. 

 

The Club’s activities increased when the junior section became enlarged bringing new supporting ac-
tive members which included teams for girls and ladies.  It became apparent that additional land was 
needed and so the next field on the Stillington side to the playing area was purchased with the assis-
tance of grants from the Football Foundation and Sport England.  The club continued to expand and 
eventually plans were produced to build a new clubhouse, this was completed in 2007. 

 

Season 2018/19 has produced a club which provides boys’ football for all ages under 7 to under 19, 
plus an under 15’s girls’ team, and 2 senior adult teams. 

 

October 2017 was when the club celebrated 125 years with a dinner at the Ebor Suite, York 
Knavesmire and this was attended by over 200 people, a number of ‘old time’ players were present. 

 

Four generations of my family have been involved in the club since 1902, helping to make it the suc-
cess it is today:  may the club activities for the many families involved continue to prosper. 

 

Janet Boddison– January 2019 



 

 

 

 
 

SERVICES AND EVENTS:  
March 2019 

To contact the Revd Margaret Young 
Tel: 01347 821394  or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 

The Vicar’s day off is Monday   

Children are welcome at all our services  

 

Fri 1st 2.15pm 

3.00pm 

  3.45pm 

Women’s World Day of Prayers at St John the Evangelist Long St. 
Christian Meditation led by Marko at the Galtres Centre 

No Ignite 

Sunday 3rd          Sunday next before Lent 

  
  
  

  8.00am 

  9.10am 

10.30am 

  3.30pm 

Holy Communion 

Raskelf Eucharist 
Parish Eucharist with Church Mice 

Evensong 

Mon 4th
 

  
Wed 6th

 

  
  
Thurs 7th

 

Fri 8th 

 

Sat 9th 

  4.00pm 

  6.00pm 

  9.00am 

12 noon 

 7.30pm 

 7.30pm 

  3.00pm 

  3.45pm 

8.00am 
9.30am 

Choir practice– All welcome 
No JAM @ the Cozie Centre (Jesus and me) 
Holy Communion for Ash Wednesday 

Lite Bite Lunch @ The Old Black Bull 
Holy Communion for Ash Wednesday 

Bell Ringing Practice 

No Christian Meditation  
Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms 

Men’s breakfast @ the Galtres Centre 
Wedding Prep Course at the Parish Rooms 

Sunday 10th         First Sunday of Lent 

    8.00am 

10.30am 

10.30am 

  3.30pm 

Holy Communion 

No Raskelf Family Service 

Parish Eucharist with Church Mice 

Evening Service at Methodist Church 

Mon 11th
 

  
Tues 12th 

  
Wed 13th

 

  
 
Thurs 14th

 

 

4.00pm 

6.00pm 

10.00am 

3.00pm 

9.00am 

9.45am 

7.00pm 

7.30pm 

 

No Choir Practice 

JAM @ the Cozie Centre (Jesus and me) 
Bible Conversations @ 11 Whiteoak Ave – All welcome 

Springhill Court Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Standing Committee 

Lent course at the Methodist Church 

Bell Ringing Practice 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 17th        Second Sunday of Lent 

   8.00am 

  9.10am 

10.30am 

  3.30pm 

Holy Communion 

Raskelf Eucharist 
Parish Eucharist with Church Mice 

Evensong 
 

Mon 18th
 

  
  
Wed 20th

 

 
Thurs 21st

 

Fri 22nd 

4.00pm 

6.00pm 

7.30pm 

9.00am 

7.00pm 

  7.30pm 

12 noon 

3.00pm 

3.45pm 

Choir Practice – All welcome 

JAM @ the Cozie Centre (Jesus and me) 
PCC meeting 

Holy Communion 

Lent course at the Methodist Church 

Bell Ringing Practice 

Lent lunch @ St John the Evangelist RC Church Long St. 
No Christian Meditation  
Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms 

Sunday 24th          Third Sunday of Lent 

    8.00am 

10.30am 

 ----------- 

Holy Communion 

Church Eucharist with Church Mice 

No Evensong 

Mon 25th
 

  
Wed 27th

 

 
Thurs 28th

 

 
Fri 29th

 

  
  
  
 

Sat 30th 

  4.00pm 

  6.00pm 

  9.00am 

7.00pm 

10.00am   
7.30pm 

7.30pm 

 12 noon 

3.00pm 

3.45pm 

7.00pm 

10.00am 
6.30pm 

No Choir Practice 

JAM @ the Cozie Centre (Jesus and me) 
Holy Communion 

Lent course at the Methodist Church 
Mothers’ Union Communion, Coffee  & AGM 

Bell Ringing Practice 

Deanery Choir Crucifixion Rehearsal 
Lent lunch @ Parish Rooms 

Christian Meditation led by Marko at the Galtres Centre 

Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms 

Church cleaning at Raskelf 
Church cleaning at Raskelf 
Race night at Raskelf  

Sunday 31st         Mothering Sunday 

    8.00am 

10.30am 

10.30am 

   

Holy Communion 

Raskelf Family Service 

Family Eucharist 
No Evensong 

Fri 15th 12 noon 

3.00pm 

3.45pm 

7.00pm 

  

Lent lunch @ the Methodists 

Christian Meditation led by Marko at the Galtres Centre 

Ignite for Primary School age in the Parish Rooms 

Raskelf Curry Evening at the Village Hall 

 

 
April 
Mon 1st  

   
 

4.00pm 
  6.00pm 

 
 
Choir Practice – All welcome 

JAM @ the Cozie Centre (Jesus and me) 



 

 

Readings 

3
rd

 Mar      Sunday before Lent               Evensong  
Exodus 34:29-35                            Exod 3:1-6   
Corinthians 3:12-4:2            John 12: 27-36a  
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)  
 
6th Mar      Ash Wednesday   7.30 pm 
Isaiah 58:1-12    
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21   
  
10

th
 Mar      1

st
 Sunday of Lent     Evensong at Methodists 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11   
Romans 10:8b-13   
Luke 4:1-13    
 
17

th
 Mar                           2

nd
 Sunday of Lent         Evensong 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18                Jer 22:1-9 13-17 
Philippians 3:17-4:1              Luke 14: 27-33 
Luke 13:31-35    
 
24

th
 Mar        3

rd
 Sunday of Lent           No Evensong 

Isaiah 55:1-9    
1 Corinthians 10:1-13   
Luke 13:1-9    
 
31

st
 Mar           Mothering Sunday (family)          No Evensong 

1 Sam 20-end      
Luke 2 33-35     

From the Registers 
Baptisms    -  None 

         

Weddings  -  None 

Funerals 

 1st February         Barbara Smith   

        22nd February              Sheila Stojkovic 

              

 

Mothers' Union  

Women's World Day of Prayer  
Friday March 1st  2.15 pm  at  

St John the Evangelist RC Church 
The service has been compiled by the women of Slovenia 

 
 

Communion, Coffee & AGM 
Thursday 28th March 10am 

at the Parish Church 
All welcome  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Children are very welcome on any Sunday 

You are invited to our Sunday School for ages 3-11, 

which continues on March 3rd, 10th 17th and 24th and April 7th 

at St John the Baptist & All Saints Church, Church Hill, Easingwold 

Many activities – Learning through the Bible 

 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, RASKELF 

 

Sunday 3rd March     9.10am  Eucharist  

Wednesday 6th March   12 noon   Lite Bite Lunch, Old Black Bull 

Sunday 10th March       No Family Service 

Friday 15th March      7.00pm  Curry Evening at the Village Hall 

Sunday 17th March       9.10am   Eucharist 

Friday 29th March     7.00pm   Church Cleaning 

Saturday 30th March   10.00am   Church cleaning 

Saturday 30th March    6.30pm  Race Night at the Village Hall 

Sunday 31st March      10.30am  Mothering Sunday Family Service 

Sunday 7th April     9.10am  Eucharist 

 

 

Children's Society Boxes 
 

Please could box holders leave their box at Tempo for emptying and collect a new one. 
Please remember to put your name on the box. 

Thank you.  

 

 

Oasis Café 
at the Methodist Church will be on Friday, March 29th from 9.45 onwards. 

We welcome everyone who wants a time of friendly company and a warm welcome. 
We'd love to see some newcomers to the town.... 
maybe you could bring a new neighbour or two. 

We are not principally aiming to fundraise, but all profits from the drinks go to charities 
whom we support, giving them publicity as well as a small donation. 

We look forward to seeing you.  



 

 

 

Five minute interview  
Can you work out who this is?  Answer over the page  

 

Q.1. How would your best friend describe you? 
Chatty, caring, gobby and generous with no filter.  Doesn’t know the meaning of the word no. 
 
Q 2.  What do you do to wind down? 
Keeping fit and exercise, music and gardening. 
 
Q 3. Which poem touches your soul?  
But pleasures are like poppies spread, 
You seize the flower, its bloom is shed; 
Or like the snow falls in the river, 
A moment white—then melts for ever; 
Or like the borealis race, 
That flit ere you can point their place; 
Or like the rainbow’s lovely form 
Evanishing amid the storm.— 
 
(Guess which poet wrote this.)  For me it’s a beautiful way of telling you to enjoy life and its many 
pleasures (and don’t miss out by trying to take a photo on your mobile phone). 
 
Q 4. In what way do you want to be remembered? 
As a good friend, sharing a laugh. 
 
Q 5.  What are you passionate about? 
Watching football 
 
Q 6.  What would be your dream job? 
Reading audio books.   
 
Q 7.  What is your biggest regret? 
No regrets, live for the moment. 
 
Q 8.  What might surprise people about your life or previous jobs? 
I married my boss. 
 
Q 9. What is your pet hate which makes your hackles rise? 
Patronising behaviour - just treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
 
Q 10. What is the happiest moment you will treasure forever? 
Drinking champagne at the top of the Eiffel Tower. 
 
Q 11. What prize possession do you value above all others? 
My flute. 
 
Q 12. What is the saddest time that shook your world? 
When I was 17 my aunt died.  It was very sudden and I think that from then on I knew that life 
should never be taken for granted. 



 

 

 

God's Green Fingers 
 Plastics are not the problem 

 

Over the past year or more, some activists, campaigning groups, politi-
cians, elements of the media and even the Church of England have 
sought to persuade us that the greatest environmental threat that we 
face comes from plastics. Harrowing pictures of seabirds and mammals killed by plastics waste and 
the mass of plastics waste in the Pacific have raised the awareness of the British public to this issue.  
But recently, the founder of the major UK organic farming operation Riverford Organic Farmers was 
reported on the BBC and elsewhere very worried that this apparent focus on the issues surrounding 
plastics waste is dangerously distracting politicians and environmental campaigning groups – and 
allowing them to ignore - the overwhelming environmental threat facing the planetary ecology – 
climate change.  
And last year, a Rally for Rivers conference was held in India, organised by the Isha Foundation 
which was established by internationally renowned Jaggi Vasudev – commonly known as Sadhguru - 
to encourage social outreach, education and environmental initiatives. At the event, Sadhguru was 
asked his view on the solution to remove plastic wastage in the environment. For many in the audi-
ence, his response was unexpected and counter-intuitive. It has spread like wildfire on social media 
around the world and is reproduced (slightly edited for clarity) below. 
He said “Plastic is a miraculous material. Let’s understand this. It’s one of the most fantastic materi-
als that human beings have created. The problem is not plastic. The problem is human irresponsibil-
ity. That’s what we need to fix.   
  
If we generate a more responsible population, plastic is a wonderful thing! How many things in our 
lives have become wonderful and easy because of plastics?  But we think plastics are bad.  
 
Plastics are not bad. Plastics are a wonderful, fantastic material. But 
human beings have become irresponsible. Let’s fix THAT. But the 
damage that is already done, please understand – all the damage 
that WE have done, in the form of plastics pollution….it is not very 
difficult to fix it. It just needs determined political action and re-
sponsible action from the citizens of this country and the world. 
Which can be done.  
 
But removing the plastic is not really a big problem. First you get people responsible enough that 
they don’t throw plastics all over the place. Then you will see that removing it is just a matter of one 
month or two months. The entire quantity of whatever plastic, we can remove in two months. Just 
say….”Stop throwing it”. You stop that, removing it will happen in two months, then we can recycle 
it. Recycled plastic is a very useful material.  A material that does not deteriorate…this is not against 
you. This means you can use it a thousand times. Anything you can use a thousand times over 
means we are not going to exploit other resources unnecessarily. So, plastic is a solution for envi-
ronmental problems that we have. But unfortunately, we have made a solution into a problem.” So 
according to Sadhguru, the solution to plastics waste is in our hands – both literally and figuratively. 
Put used plastics into the recycling bin.  
 
But whatever we do, we must not be distracted from the much tougher but more crucial task for 
the planet and God’s creation of doing everything we can to ensure that we, and our politicians, act 
to reduce climate change.  

David Eggleston, Christ Church Harrogate 



 

 

 

Answer to the 5 minute interview   Laura Varney 

 

 

 
 
 

Easingwold Friends of  
Cancer Research UK        

 

Coffee Morning   
 

Friday 22nd March 2019 
10.30-12 noon at the  

Church Parish Rooms 
 

Tombola, cakes, raffle, crafts and books 
Tea, coffee and biscuits 

 

Together we will beat cancer 

 

 

Easingwold Friends of  
Cancer Research UK        

Flower Arranging Demonstration 
by Easingwold and District Flower Club 

 
Thursday 4th April 2019 

2pm at the Church Parish Rooms 
£5 including tea and biscuits 

 
Tickets from Eileen Barr: 01347 824140 

 

Together we will beat cancer 



 

 



 

 


