“When one door of happiness
closes, another opens, but often
we look so long at the closed
door that we do not see the one
that has been opened for us.”
Helen Keller
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By the time that this goes on the website, we will probably still be following
self-isolation and social distancing when outside. It has been very difficult for some
people, not seeing anyone for days on end with shopping being left on the doorstep.
For others, there have been the trials of living with someone that you find difficult, it
may be a child, a parent or a partner but there is nowhere to escape to, especially if
where your living space is small.
It is easy to think of the negative things that we have from this. There are the obvious
positives; that we all want to stay healthy and we don’t want to pass on the virus on to
anyone else. But there are other positives. For many of us it will mean that we have
more time on our hands, time to get into the garden and make it look better than it has
on any other previous year. Our houses are shining as they are spring cleaned daily.
We can have long chats on the phone to our friends and not feel guilty that we should
be doing something else. We read all of the newspaper instead of just the headlines.
We also have the opportunity to improve our spiritual life. We can study that Scripture
that we promised ourselves in Lent, but something got in the way. We can turn our
thoughts more to God in prayer.
One place that we can go to is the psalms. These were written thousands of years
ago but they are still relevant today. They are full of emotions, sadness when things
go wrong to utter joy.
Psalm 116 is a good place to start as it is an example of the psalmist being grateful to
the Lord. He loves the Lord because the Lord has listened to and saved him. The
psalmist realises that he has done wrong, but the Lord has been gracious. He goes
on to ask what he can do to repay the Lord.
During this time of lockdown we can complain, but we can also think about and thank
God for all the good things that we have; excellent families, or neighbours and friends
who have helped us through it all. We can thank God for listening to us and helping
us with our daily needs such as shopping.
When life gets back to some sort of normality, I hope that we would have learnt
something about ourselves, and about others, but hopefully we would have learnt
something new and exciting about God too.
Every blessing for May

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
The APCM will not now take place on the planned date of 24th May due to the
restrictions placed upon us during the COVID-19 pandemic.
A new date will be set when we know more about when we can all meet again; the
latest that it can happen is 31st October.

Online Parish Services
As we went into lockdown and the unprecedented closure of churches, our Vicar Margaret
(supported by husband Tim) started to experiment with holding online services via the Zoom
video-conferencing system. As a proof of concept, a small pioneering group were invited to join
a Morning Prayers trial. The experiment was then extended to Compline during Holy Week. In
spite of a few initial teething problems, which were overcome, everyone felt it was a success
and the new online services were publicised just in time for Easter.
Starting with Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday services, Margaret and Lottie
have now held many services over Zoom, supported by various readers along with Peter Smith
on the piano. The number of attendees is growing at an encouraging rate and everyone is
enjoying the opportunity to meet and worship together.
Further information on Zoom is published following the list of services later in the magazine.
Coronavirus liturgy and prayer resources can be found on the Church of England webpage:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-prayerresources from which the following prayers are taken:
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and
distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we
may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love,
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. In their loneliness, be their
consolation; in their anxiety, be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; through him who
suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Up to date information can be found on the church website:
https://www.easingwoldraskelfanglican.org/
and if you do have a Facebook account, then you could follow the link at the top of the webpage.
If you know of anyone who does not have any access to the Internet but you think they need any
assistance, for example, help with shopping, the church is supporting EDCCA (see their notice later in
the magazine). If you need a priest, please contact Margaret at the Vicarage on 01347 821394.
Also, please be particularly vigilant during these difficult times. If you are forced into
isolation, be extra cautious if you receive any form of unsolicited contact (in person, by phone, text,
email or post) even if the contact or the offered service seems to relate to a recent or an
existing concern. You should simply refuse to be engaged in any discussion or arrangement and seek
advice from someone you trust.

St John the Baptist
Men’s Group
The weather has been truly glorious of late, which is hopefully some comfort to all of those who
are struggling with the rather bizarre world in which we find ourselves living today.
It has been some two months since the Men’s Group from St John’s were together for their
March monthly meeting at The George in Market Place, and I recently sent the regulars from the
group an email which included some thoughts and reflections to help them through these
difficult times. I have included the content of that email below in case it is of interest to people
more widely.
Many people will be finding life extremely hard in these days, particularly those who are
suffering from COVID-19, those who face the direct responsibility of caring for them, and those
who have suffered the loss of a close family member or friend; but it is also hard for those who
are simply trying to deal with the effects of social isolation and the consequences of not working
at the present time.
I am also sure that many Christians are finding it difficult with not being able to worship together,
meet for fellowship, and offer on-going emotional support through a warm greeting, a hug, or
holding the hand of another person who is going through difficulty. We have been extremely
fortunate and greatly blessed with all the work that Rev’d Margaret has been doing to get our
parishioners together through the use of online ‘Zoom’ services, where many people have been
able to see each other and pass on greetings via that medium. And I think it would be important
to acknowledge the immense amount of work that her husband, Tim, has put in to make this
possible. If you weren’t aware of these Sunday morning services, or haven't already accessed the
online services and would like to do so, then do contact Margaret and she can then forward you
details for the next Sunday morning’s service.
The other great difficulty for the Christian is that deeply searching and mysterious question of:
where is God in all this?
I was listening to an online talk the other day by the Rev Nicky Gumbel, who runs the extremely
successful Church of Holy Trinity, Brompton, in Knightsbridge, London. Through Nicky’s ministry
that church has grown phenomenally and planted dozens of what might be described as ‘lively
younger generation churches’ across the country. They have also developed a course known as
‘Alpha’ that has been run around the world and translated into some 117 languages. Holy Trinity,
Brompton, would sit in the ‘Charismatic Evangelical’ stable in regards to their theology and
churchmanship, and the online talk I refer to is from the last service at Holy Trinity before it
closed for the ‘Lockdown’. In it he talks about ‘Choosing faith over fear’ in the present situation,
and it is certainly worth listening too if you want your faith encouraged and inspired. The talk can
be found on YouTube at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j1QemxVqZ1U

However for the deeper thinkers who want to try and delve a bit more into what scripture and
theology has to say about God when we are going though tremendously difficult times of
challenge and suffering, an article that I came across in Time Magazine might prove to be more
enlightening. This article has been ‘penned’ by Tom Wright, Professor of New Testament and
Early Christianity at St Mary’s College in the University of St Andrews, and one time Bishop of
Durham as some of you may know.
In the article he says: “It is no part of the Christian vocation to be able to explain what’s
happening and why. In fact, it is part of the Christian vocation not to be able to explain and to lament instead.”
The full article is found at https://time.com/5808495/coronavirus-christianity/ and I would
certainly say it is worth a read.

My daughter, Debbie, was out walking the other day, getting her permitted slot of daily exercise.
After walking through a somewhat deserted city and returning to her apartment, she reflected
on what has become a very familiar experience of silence and solitude in a place that hitherto
had always been so busy. Her reflection inspired the words below...
Blessings,
John Hetherington

A Walk Through the City
[Debbie Hetherington]

A walk through the city,
a place I call home,
once filled with voices,
sadly now there are none.

A walk through the city,
past the hospital’s frontline;
whisper a ‘Thank you’,
for the thousandth time

A walk through the city,
stare down at my feet,
a lack of delight
out on low Coney Street.

A walk through the city,
a feeling so still,
a spirit silenced,
lies in waiting until.

A walk through the city,
now so sparse and bare,
no spring time drinkers
found in St Helens Square.

A walk through the city,
a long road ahead,
it’s gonna be tough,
but we’re Yorkshire bred.

A walk through the city,
a harsh lack of sound,
the Minster is bare,
no tourists to be found.

A walk through the city,
though calm, now alone;
only out for an hour,
mostly staying at home.

A walk through the city,
a place that has drive,
will pick itself up,
will do more than survive.

#StayAtHomeSaveLives

SERVICES AND EVENTS: MAY 2020
To contact Revd Margaret Young, tel: 01347 821394
or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org
The Vicar’s day off is Monday
Children are welcome at all our services

ALL CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS ARE CURRENTLY
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
PLEASE SEE THE CHURCH WEBSITE FOR UPDATED INFORMATION

Meanwhile, you are invited to join Margaret for

Sunday morning services at 10.30 am
using Zoom
(Further details about Zoom are on the next page)

The FAMILY SERVICE will be held via Zoom and Messenger on
SUNDAY 10th MAY at 4.30pm
On THURSDAY 21st MAY, you can “Zoom” in to an

Ascension Day Service at 7.30pm
and you are also welcome to join the group for

MORNING PRAYER each TUESDAY
IGNITE GROUP FOR
PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN
FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 4pm
The IGNITE GROUP which normally meets on Friday afternoons in the
Parish Church Rooms is also being continued by using Zoom
(Contact Margaret for further details)
Also, how about meeting up with friends for morning coffee or
afternoon tea (provide your own refreshments).
This can also be arranged using Zoom.
Please contact Margaret if you would like to participate.

ZOOM
We are now using Zoom so that we can provide an online Sunday service for you. Many of you
are already using it and it has been lovely to see you on a Sunday morning.
If you haven’t taken the plunge yet and are worried that it will be difficult or that you will be
bombarded with emails then don’t worry. Tim and I will happily guide you through the process
to setup Zoom and give you a practice session so that you can log on for a Sunday morning
service.
All that you need to do is download the Zoom app onto your computer, tablet or smart phone.
This can be done by going onto your search engine and typing in “Zoom meeting PC”. If your
computer uses Windows then click on “Download for Windows Zoom”.
You will then be given the option to download from the App Store, if using an Apple device; or
download from Google Play, if using an Android device. Click on the appropriate one for your
computer/phone.
You will then be asked to install “Zoom Cloud Meeting” (the Zoom icon is a blue background
with a white video camera)

You will need to create an account. It will ask you to enter your date of birth (this is only to
confirm that you are over 18) followed by your email address and then choose a password. You
will receive an email confirming your details and it will ask you to activate your account.
Once you have done this, you will be asked to enter your email and passwords to log onto
Zoom. Your computer may ask if you want it to remember your password and, if no one else
uses your computer, I would suggest clicking “yes”.
Zoom will ask if it can use your camera or audio, so you will need to click on Yes/OK for it to
work properly.
To keep things secure, each meeting has an ID code and a password. I will send these out a day
or two before each Sunday. You will need to enter these numbers when requested.
Tim and I are happy to help you and have a practice session with you. Telephone me on
821394 if you need any help.
I know that other organisations are using Zoom because it allows you to see many people at
once and I know of quite a few families who are using it for family quizzes, so I hope that if you
do decide to use it, you will find it helpful in other situations.

Margaret and Tim Young

Readings
No Evensong services are currently planned but relevant readings
are provided for your reference.
3rd May
Acts 2: 42.47
1 Peter 2: 19-25
John 10: 1-10

Fourth Sunday of Easter

No Evensong
Ezra 3: 1-13
Ephesians 2: 11-22

10th May
Acts 7: 55-60
1 Peter 2: 2-10
John 14: 1-14

Fifth Sunday of Easter

No Evensong
Zechariah 4: 1-10
Revelation 21: 1-14

17th May
Acts 17: 22-31
1 Peter 3: 13-22
John 14: 15-21

Sixth Sunday of Easter

No Evensong
Zechariah 8: 1-13
Revelation 21: 22—22.5

21st May
Daniel 7: 9-14
Acts 1: 1-11
Luke 24: 44-53

Ascension Day

24th May
Acts 1: 6-14
John 17: 1-11

Seventh Sunday of Easter

31st May
Numbers 11: 24-30
Acts 2: 1-21
John 7: 37-39

Pentecost

No Evensong
2 Samuel 23: 1-5
Ephesians 1: 15-23
No Evensong
Joel 2: 21-32
Acts 2: 14-21

From the Registers
Funerals:
16th April - Peter Beaumont
17th April - Margaret Moreton
21st April—Ian Smith
22nd April—Albert Hutchinson
30th April—Catherine Laura Horne

ALL CHURCH SERVICES INCLUDING
THE LITE BITE LUNCHES ARE
SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

Children are very welcome
to attend church on any Sunday
The Church Mice is a session for children aged 3-11 years and is held in the
choir vestry at St John the Baptist & All Saints Church during Parish Eucharist

Many activities – Learning through the Bible
Future dates will be announced as and when the current COVID-19 crisis ends

PRAYER CORNER
Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community. At St John the
Baptist and All Saints’, we join with you in your prayers for family, friends and all
whom you care for. There is currently no access to the church to visit the prayer
corner to write down the names of those you are concerned for. If you would like
prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are struggling with
anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated circle of
people will pray for you. If you would like prayer, please contact Reverend Lottie
Cranfield 07807 941528
Please include in your prayers this month:
 All who live in Easingwold town centre
 The Galtres Centre – staff, volunteers and all activities; those who litter pick; those
responsible for the flower tubs and hanging baskets around the town
 The shops, cafes, pubs, offices, library, dentists, undertakers in the town centre serving the
whole community
 Raskelf Gymkhana – all who work hard to make it a success

CASH HANDLING
In order to minimise hygiene implications arising from cash handling during the Coronavirus
outbreak, we will not be issuing new boxes of numbered Free Will Offering envelopes and
Casual Gift Aid envelopes.
Supporters are asked to continue donating to the church directly through their bank account by
standing order; whether monthly, quarterly or annually. This can be arranged with your bank
by telephone, or online, quoting our bank sort code 402002 and account number 00322202.
Once arranged, please let me know by calling (01347) 239178.
Please continue your support, as we continue supporting our local community and further
afield.
Thank you
Bill Henebury
PCC Treasurer

If nothing else, the situation in which we currently find ourselves certainly allows us the
opportunity to pause and take time out of the frenetic lifestyle in which many people find
themselves, and reflect on life and the wonders of nature.
Here follows another beautiful poem submitted by one of our parishioners.
Outside the street is uncommonly quiet,
Even in the early morning rush hour.
The sun shines through the window
Bronzing the leaves of the acacia,
Highlighting the spring flowers,
Pushing through the fresh green foliage
Signalling winter has past
Goldfinches chatter
and chase each other through the trees.
Each day new blossom appears
Creating translucent halos round newly budded leaves.
And in the undergrowth
A myriad of wild flowers
Bask in the warming sun.
In these uncertain times
Nature’s unfurling pattern continues
Offering us beauty and hope.
Showing us that life continues
Outside this bubble of self-isolation.
Giving us the opportunity just for a while,
To pause and wonder.

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES
We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start?
It is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a
daily reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps
the reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in
the Bible ourselves.
Please contact Gina Smith, either in Church or by phone (01347 823843). She can show you
examples, and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. It
only costs £13.80 a year for 365 daily readings – less than 4p a day.

EDCCA
(Easingwold and District Community Care)

Please note that during the COVID-19 crisis, our staff are working from home.
You can still contact us during working hours using the normal telephone numbers:
01347 822875; 01347 822598 (for the Car Scheme) or email at: info@edcca.org.uk
We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people in Easingwold and the surrounding
villages who are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping and collecting prescriptions.

Please let us know if you are willing to volunteer or need help.
Thank you.

Mothers' Union
Communion and Coffee in the Parish Church
is suspended until further notice
For more information about the Mothers’ Union, visit
https://www.mothersunion.org/
The Mothers'Union Prayer
Loving Lord,
We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as we seek to share your love through the
encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and worship, and in love and
service reach out as your hands across the world.
In Jesus' name.
Amen

OASIS Café
At the Methodist Church
Chapel Street

Jake’s Plaice
Fish and Chips
65-67 Long Street, Easingwold YO61 3HY

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Open:
Mon– Sat 4.30pm to 8.00pm
Thurs– Sat 11.30am to 1.30pm

15th year and still chipping away
Open The Book
at Easingwold
Primary
School
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
See: biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/
open-the-book for further information.

Matthew Slinger
Carpets & Floor Coverings
Suppliers and Fitters
T: 01609 776260
M: 07761 033278
E: 1fytcpt5@gmail.com
I come to you to give free estimate
Unit 7, Town Hall Buildings, Northallerton DL7 8QR

TEMPO HOME
ENTERTAINMENT
The Studio
Rear of the Post Office,
Market Place, Easingwold
Tel: 01347 821371
Wide choice of DVDs, CDs, Vinyl
plus much more

Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays
and also Saturday morning

97 LONG STREET, EASINGWOLD, YORK YO61 3HY
Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am to 5pm

WHO ARE WE?
Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea is a
social enterprise partnership business.
Our objectives are to offer work placements to young and needy people
with a strong outworking of the Christian Faith within the community. We
are committed to recycling a minimum of 55% of our profits back into
community and charities supported by the enterprise.
Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea will give voluntary and paid work
opportunities with accredited training in all aspects of retail business.

WHO BENEFITS?
The community and individuals provided with opportunity for change.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

INFO@MC-AT.CO.UK

01347 821692

