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The news at the beginning of July has been dominated not only by
football but by the plight of 12 young boys and their football coach
stuck in a water-logged cave; it was a living nightmare. The joy of
their freedom will always be tainted due to the death of a man, exnavy diver, Saman Gunan, who died in the rescue attempt.
Imagine if he was your son, a hero trying to save other people’s lives yet at the same time you
have lost him forever. One person in history will understand the plight more than most, Mary
the mother of Jesus.
In August we celebrate the Virgin Mary; the church at Raskelf is named after her. We often
think about Mary at Christmas and think about her when she sees her son dying on the cross
but apart from that we concentrate on other characters.
We are all very familiar with Mary’s story, the young girl who is overjoyed at being pregnant.
How could she know what this would all involve? Then there was the travelling to Bethlehem,
baby born in a stable and then the family becoming refugees.
We hear of her as a mother of a young lad who disappears talking to the Rabbis. She must
have been quite worried.
Later we hear of her coming to see Jesus with his brothers and sisters. They are concerned
about Jesus and what he is saying, they want to protect him and call for him from the edge of
the crowd. The crowd let Jesus know that his family is there, and Jesus asks who is my family?
Imagine how that would have hurt Mary. Imagine how she had to weigh up protecting her
son with his need to follow his vocation.
We then see her at the foot of the cross, her eldest child hanging there, condemned to die. No
matter how strong her faith was, she must have wondered what was going on and where God
was. She didn’t have things easy. The naïve joy as a young girl changes to reality. It is hard
enough for anyone bringing up a child and the responsibilities that come with it. Imagine
being responsible for the son of God.
She too knew what it was like to be rejected by him yet at the same time, as many mothers do,
she stuck by her son, her own flesh and blood. Mary, like mothers around the world, brought
up her child to take his place in society.
Saman Gunan no doubt was a normal person who grew up in order to help others. His parents
had brought him up to have an altruistic nature and to appreciate the value of human life. I
am sure that his family would have wanted to protect him from the dangers of the world and
probably worried about him as he learned to dive, it is a risky thing to do.
When it comes to 15th August, a day to celebrate the whole of Mary’s life, the work that she
did and the pain that she went through, we can remember the other parents in the world, who
bring their children up in this world and these children who give up their lives for others.
Stories in the Bible make us realise that the Bible is as relevant for us today as it was when it
was written.
Every blessing,
Margaret
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HAPPY 600 YEARS!
The regular Sunday morning
Eucharist service at Easingwold
Parish Church on 8th July was
moved to the afternoon for a
commemoration of the 600th
anniversary of the church
building.
We were welcomed to “probably
Easingwold’s coolest place!” by
our vicar, Rev’d Margaret Young,
who introduced a special guest:
Right Reverend Dr John
Thomson, Bishop of Selby, who
conducted the service.
In his address, Bishop John
reminded us that: “You are now
600 years young – the challenge
is to look ahead but not to forget the past”. The church has changed in the past – the stones
of the building tell the story of its movement through time – and we need to change now and
in the future. But how are we to live through time when we
cannot control everything? We must learn to trust that God is
with us, like the early disciples whom Jesus sent out into the
world, and as our ancestors learned to trust, through many wars
and bad times.
The service was interspersed with favourite hymns, like “Let
us Build a House” and “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken”,
while the hymn “Light of the World” was sung for us by our
friends from the ‘Boot Shop’ and some of our ‘Ignite’
youngsters.
Afterwards, as this was a birthday celebration, there was of
course a birthday cake, which Bishop John cut for us. This
went down very well with our cups of tea!
M.W.

Thursday 23rd August at 10am:

Communion & Coffee at Parish Church
All welcome
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Obituary of John Jones
When Iris and I came to live in Easingwold in the summer of 1985, John Jones was already
serving as a licensed Reader to this Parish during the time when David Porter was the Vicar. I
was already a Reader when I came here, so I became the second Reader licensed to this Parish.
John and I struck up an immediate friendship and we shared our duties in a delightful way.
Indeed, it helped each of us to also have the time to go out to other parishes to assist when
called upon. John was very much a "people's man", and his warmth and concern for others
touched many. In particular, I remember that he always looked after the old Claypenny
Hospital, taking services there, visiting many times every month and taking the Blessed
Sacrament to them. It was a delight to hear from so many in that Hospital who held him in
such high esteem.
When David Porter moved on, John discussed with me what should happen when a new vicar
came. He felt that it was somehow unfair that Easingwold and Raskelf should have two
Readers, when the very rural parishes to the east around where he lived in Stillington were so
short of clergy cover. He therefore decided to devote his time to that area, which I know he
did admirably for many years, leaving me on my 'ownsome' in Easingwold. However, he did
from time to time come back to visit Easingwold, especially for things like Institutions, and
he could often be seen around the Friday market and in the coffee shops.
Sadly John died on the 18th June in York Hospital, aged 87, and a Service of Thanksgiving
for his life and ministry was held at Brandsby Church on 6th July, when this Parish was
represented. Please pray for his widow Muriel in her grief and for the rest of his family. Farewell,
dear friend. You have fought the good fight, you finished the race, and you kept the faith. May
your soul rest in peace.

Gerald

PRAYER CORNER
Prayer is at the heart of what the church is about and the prayer corner in St John’s continues to be used
regularly. Please write the names of people you would like to be remembered in the book there. We also
have a prayer chain, where a number of people pray for those in special need. If you would like prayers
for yourself or another, in church or on our confidential Prayer Circle, please contact Deacon Lottie
Cranfield on 824399.
Please include in your prayers this month:
1. All who live and work to either side of Thirsk Road, Raskelf Road, Alne Road
2. Easingwold County Primary School – staff, pupils and parents; the Live Wires out of school club
3. The Parish Church; its worship and outreach; the Dialysis Unit in Tanpit Lane
4. The farming communities around Raskelf and Easingwold
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‘All Quiet on the Western Front’
On the 25th of May the alarm sounded at 3 am which was followed by the arrival of a taxi for
the journey to York Station via Huby. The holiday firm’s “feeder coach” picked us up for the
journey to the coach interchange at Dover followed by the channel crossing by ferry to Calais
which preceded the coach trip to a hotel in Mouscron in Belgium – a stay for three nights.
The following morning (day two of the tour) began in Flanders, the Ypres area, and we were
taken to look at Tyne Cot Cemetery where Britain’s war dead are commemorated – the largest
British Cemetery in the world. We went to the visitors’ centre and signed the book of
remembrance. We noted that every year over 180,000 visitors from all over the world visit this
cemetery. This visit was of great interest to us because a close relative, 2nd Lieutenant George
Sturdy of the 6th Bn York and Lancaster Regiment, son of the manager of Easingwold Gas
Works, was killed at Passchendaele on the 9th of October 1917 aged 21; his body was not
found, but his name is recorded on the Tyne Cot Memorial. We left two remembrance crosses
with poppies attached and took photographs of our fingers pointing to his name.
Later at Vancouver Corner we were told about the use of gas in the trenches and saw the very
moving Canadian Memorial of the “Brooding Soldier”. The Canadians defended Ypres in
1915.
Next, on to the Langemarck German Cemetery, where we saw how Germany had
commemorated it’s dead.
After a pre-arranged lunch at Hooge we visited the preserved trenches at Sanctuary Wood
Trench Museum where we saw some of the last original WW1 trenches still surviving in
Flanders together with a collection of relics and photographs. We then travelled down the
Messines Ridge to Ploegsteert to see the memorial to the missing. This first day ended at Ypres
where we attended the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate Memorial which is held each
evening at 8 pm.
The third day of our tour referred to the Battle of the Somme, which began on a summer’s
day in July 1916 and ended with a snowstorm four and half months later. It was a battle of
contrasts from the blackest day when there were 57,000 casualties and then with the first use
of tanks there was a complete change in the approach to fighting on the Western Front. We
started this tour at Peronne visiting the Historial de la Grande Guerre Museum, we then saw
the Lochnagar Mine Crater at La Boisselle which was the largest mine crater surviving on the
battlefields. After another prearranged lunch we saw the trenches in the Newfoundland Park
and then we visited the ‘Thiepval Memorial to The Missing’, also the Somme Museum.
This tour reminded us of the horrors of the first world war and as these notes are being
concluded television is appropriately showing the Westminster Abbey Service to mark 100
years of the Royal Air Force. To all past members of the armed forces – “we will remember
them”.
J & AB
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Services and Events
August 2018

To contact the Revd Margaret Young
Tel: 01347-821394 or Email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org
The Vicar’s day off is Monday
Children are welcome at all our services
Wed 1st
Thurs 2nd
Fri 3rd
Sat 4th

9.00am
12 noon
7.30pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

Holy Communion
Lite Bite Lunch @ Old Black Bull, Raskelf
Bell Ringing Practice
Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre
Wedding of Walker & Young

8.00am
9.10am
10.30am
6.30pm
4.00pm
9.00am
6.00pm
7.30pm
3.00pm

Trinity 10
Holy Communion
Raskelf Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Celtic Service at Raskelf
No Choir Practice
Holy Communion
Ecumenical Compline Centenary of Battle of Amiens @ RC Church
Bell Ringing Practice
Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre

8.00am
10.30am
10:30am
6.30pm

Trinity 11
Holy Communion
Raskelf Family Service
Parish Eucharist
Evening Service at Methodist Church

Sunday 5th

Mon 6th
Wed 8th
Thurs 9th
Fri 10th
Sunday 12th
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Mon 13th
Tues 14th
Wed 15th
Thurs 16th
Fri 17th
Sat 18th

4.00pm
10.00am
3.00pm
9.00am
7.30pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

Choir Practice - All welcome
Bible Conversations @ 11 Whiteoak Ave – All welcome
Springhill Court Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Bell Ringing Practice
Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre
Wedding of Sherwood & Williams at Raskelf

8.00am
9.10am
10.30am
12.30pm
6.30pm
4.00pm
9.00am
10.00am
7.30pm
3.00pm

The Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Communion
Raskelf Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Baptism of Casper Atkinson
Evensong
No Choir Practice
Holy Communion
Mothers’ Union Communion & Coffee – All welcome
Bell Ringing Practice
Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre

8.00am
10.30am
12.30pm
3.00pm
4.00pm
9.00am
7.30pm
3.00pm

Trinity 13
Holy Communion
Family Service
Baptism of Amelia Bramma
Pet Service at Market Place
No Choir Practice
Holy Communion
Bell Ringing
Christian Meditation led by Marko @ Galtres Centre

Sunday 19th

Mon 20th
Wed 22nd
Thurs 23rd
Fri 24th
Sunday 26th

Mon 27th
Wed 29th
Thurs 30th
Fri 31st

September
Sunday 2nd
8.00am
9.10am
10.30am
6.30pm
Mon 3rd
4.00pm
Wed 5th
9.00am
12 noon

Trinity 14
Holy Communion
Raskelf Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Evensong
Choir Practice - All welcome
Holy Communion
Lite Bite Lunch @ Old Black Bull, Raskelf
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ST MARY’S CHURCH
RASKELF
Wednesday 1st August
Sunday 5th August
Sunday 12th August
Saturday 18th August
Sunday 19th August
Sunday 2nd September
Wednesday 5th September

5th August 2018
2 Samuel 11.26 - 12.13a
Ephesians 4.1-16
John 6.24-35
12th August 2018
2 Samuel 18.5-9,15,31-33
Ephesians 4.25 - 5.2
John 6.35,41-51
19th August 2018
Rev 11.19-12.6
Gal 4.4-7
Luke 1 46-55
26th August 2018
Ephesians 6.10-20
John 6.56-69

Lite Bite Lunch, Old Black Bull, 12 noon
Eucharist, 9:10 am
Celtic Service, 6:30 pm
Family service, 10:30 am
Wedding of Sherwood & Williams, 3:00 pm
Eucharist, 9:10 am
Eucharist, 9:10 am
Lite Bite Lunch, Old Black Bull, 12 noon

10th Sunday After Trinity

Celtic Service at Raskelf

11th Sunday After Trinity

Evensong @ Methodists

The Blessed Virgin Mary

Evensong
Song of Solomon 2.1-7
Acts 1.6-14

13th Sunday After Trinity

Pet Service at Market Place

8th July — William Jack Passmann
Marriages
7th July — Alastair Dickson and Fay Hill
28th July — Kevin Babb and Amy Brown
Funerals
12th July — Betty Cresswell
25th July — Edythe Potter

Baptisms
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Children are very welcome on any Sunday
In term times, you are invited to our Sunday School for ages 3-11
at St John the Baptist & All Saints Church, Church Hill, Easingwold
Many activities – Learning through the Bible

Iona Trip 2019
Do you want to come and enjoy the peace and tranquillity of
the small Island off the West Coast of Scotland that was the
location of the start of Christianity in Britain? After last year’s
successful 4-day parish trip to Iona, we have booked Bishop’s
House retreat for the 7 days from 18th May to 25th May 2019.
If you are interested in going, please look out for information
leaflets and booking forms in church from February. Precise costs
cannot be provided until later in the year but we estimate that
the total cost will be between £625 and £650 for the one week
of full board accommodation and all travel costs.

Oasis Café @ Methodist Church
We have been delighted to welcome friends from other churches and none at our regular
monthly coffee sessions, which provide times of friendship and pastoral care as well as
featuring a charity each month. These are often local charities and in this year we have
supported and promoted the work of Dementia Forward, Huby community Cafe, Alne Hall,
St. Leonard's Hospice, Cozie and the local community library, among others. In addition
we support Christian Aid, Action for children and Fair Trade, sometimes with a stall. The
latter is where we began, some sixteen years ago, with selling and promoting Fair Trade
goods every month. More recently Fair Trade goods have become more readily available
in shops and awareness is greater, so we changed direction and decided to look around
to see where help is needed. Our money contributions are not huge but our visitors are
generous and the charities are always delighted to know that the church is supportive.
We don't meet in August, but we will be back again on the last Friday in September. Those
of us who run the coffee mornings are dedicated to the fact that anyone can walk in,
whether they are used to church surroundings or not, and feel comfortable and welcomed.
So, if you've not been before, make a break from your shopping habit, call in, and more
importantly bring a friend. We look forward to seeing you.
The Oasis Team
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OLÈ!
What could be finer on a sunny afternoon
than to enjoy a “Summer Serenade” in
the setting of the lovely old church of St
Mary at Raskelf? This was our
experience on Sunday 1st July, when we
were entertained to a musical concert by
the excellent flute/guitar duo, the
Tangueros Ensemble, who focus on
Tango and Iberian inspired music! Fiona
Mancey-Jones , the flautist, is from
Raskelf, a musician who teaches flute, clarinet and saxophone. She also tours with her own
trio, but on this occasion she was joined by Chilean classical guitarist Juan Pablo Honorato,
who studied at the Birmingham Conservatoire.
In a programme inspired by Spanish influences, the first half included pieces by classical
composers like Ravel, Nielsen and Satie, along with more modern compositions. For the
second part of the concert, they concentrated on the music of Argentine composer Astor
Piazzolla, who revolutionized the traditional tango into a new style, incorporating elements from
jazz and classical music. This gave us some very lively, foot-tapping pieces! We certainly felt
like shouting “Olé” at appropriate intervals!
In the interval we enjoyed a splendid Afternoon Tea prepared by the Raskelf ladies, which we
were able to take outside in the sunshine. It was a most entertaining event, which also helped
to raise £895 for the Raskelf Church Restoration and Development Fund. Our thanks to the
Raskelf ladies and all who helped to organise it, and especially to the talented Tangueros
musicians, who received much well-deserved applause!
M.W.

Sidespersons Wanted
As people retire from these duties, there will be three sidesperson vacancies
shortly at the Easingwold 10:30 Sunday Service.
So, if you would be happy to help at this service (on a rota basis) please
speak to Churchwarden Alizon Leese (Tel. 01347 823806).

St John the Evangelist RC Church News
Belated congratulations to Fr Leo Chamberlain OSB on the occasion of the 50th anniversary
of his ordination (July 1968) and on the completion of all the work done on the church.
Unfortunately, osteoarthritis has made it impossible for him to continue at Easingwold so he
has now relinquished the care of the parish. Therefore, until a new parish priest is appointed,
Ampleforth will cover at least the weekend Masses.
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Art & Craft Competition For All Ages – PRIZES!
Use your imagination to paint or build a church of the past / future. Closing date: 1st November 2018.

How Often?
At the church garden fete this old couple were being made very welcome. A caring lady
said,
“So you have been married for 65 years and still holding hands.”
With a glint in her eye the old lady said,
“We have to or we will knock the daylights out of each other!” Then she laughed and
said,
“Jesus told us to forgive seventy seven times seven times, we stopped counting a long
time ago.”
Have you experienced forgiveness?
The heart is light, the day is bright, there is a song, loves shine through.
How often should we forgive? Forgiveness is not a condition, it is a routine that should
be part of us.
Bill Luke 2018

Will he find time to ‘EVER-REST’?!
Rev’d John Hetherington is climbing every mountain and fording
every stream to raise money for the church. He has put a display up
at the back of the parish church for everyone to see his routes. If you
would like to support John in his challenge then you can contact him
on 01347 469087 or at easingwoldrev@gmail.com.

So far we have received £176.03 through this easy way to raise funds! Every time you shop online, the church
will receive a donation from the UK’s leading online fundraising service, EasyFundraising – at no extra cost to
you.
Basically, the shops and sites (there are over 3,200) give EasyFundraising a percentage of what you spend and
they turn that into a donation. It’s that easy and all you have to do is:
1. Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk and, under “Join now” search for “Easingwold with Raskelf PCC”
and join for free.
2. Every time you want to shop go to EasyFundraising, find the site you want and start shopping
3. When you check out, the PCC gets a donation for no extra cost, no catch or hidden charges whatsoever!
Thank you for your support

Home Insurance – a Interesting Offer!
To mark the 130th anniversary of their foundation, our church insurers, Ecclesiastical Insurance plc, are
offering a bonus gift to our parish funds of £130 for every new home insurance policy taken out during 2018.
We have already received £130 earlier this year!
If interested, all you need do is contact Ecclesiastical for a quotation, accept only if it suits you, quote their
code ‘Trust 130’ and nominate our parish. They can be contacted on 0800 783 0130, or at
www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130
Further details at the back of church, or from the Churchwardens or Treasurer.
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Your Parish Magazine
Needs You

CHAPMAN MEDD FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Local people serving the local community
• Established 1865

We are seeking additional contributors who
would be happy to author and/or source
content of all types and sizes for the Parish
Magazine (e.g. topical or general articles,
news, notices) every now and then (e.g. 36 times a year). So, if you are interested
please contact the Editorial Team
(magazine@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org)
with details.

• Memorial Consultants
• Pre-Arrangement Plans available
• 24 hour service
Market Place, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AD
Oﬃce hours: Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm

01347 821370
Nigel Medd, Consultant Funeral Director
Judy Lynch, Funeral Director

Please note that all submitted material will
be considered by the Editorial Team who will
endeavour to publish approved content at
the earliest opportunity; subject to relative
priority and available space.

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company. www.dignityfunerals.co.uk

Pre-order for lunchtime
pick-up

Traditional home-baked food from our bakery - always top quality, always good value
We produce a wide range of breads from a standard white loaf to a mouth watering brie and
bacon to a multi seeded granary loaf and fruited breads such as our Sally Lunn loaf. Rolls have
become a very large portion of our business with the dawn of the sandwich age, we now
produce a large selection of buns, baps and rolls for our many retail and wholesale customers.

Master Bakers & Take Away Specialist
A wide range of homemade sandwiches
and take-away snacks

LOCAL QUALITY
WARM FRIENDLY SERVICE
Tel: 01347 821285
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TEMPO HOME
ENTERTAINMENTS
Lones Dailes | Easingwold

Tel: 01347 821371
For all kinds of Music
Videos, CD and Audio
NAXOS | HYPERION | CHANDOS

JOHN WILSON
& SON
Undertakers

The Hawk Creative Business Park
Independent Family Run
Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

The Hawkhills Estate, Easingwold, YO61 3FE

01347 825255
e: info@hawkcreative.com
www.hawkcreative.com

Offices to let on your doorstep
7 St James Square
Boroughbridge

01423 322508

Rent an office - a meeting room
a desk - or just an address
Full support services; Stunning setting;
Superfast IT; Flexible leases
Low running costs & low carbon footprint

www.johnwilsonandson.co.uk

change the way you work

B e a u t if ul F lo wers fo r Ev ery Occ asion

Weddings
Events
Corporate
Special
Occasions
Funerals
With over 40 years of expertise creating unique
floral designs from classic to contemporary we
are able to provide a bespoke service to suit
your every need.

Keren@TheFlowerShopEasingwold.co.uk
www.TheFlowerShopEasingwold.co.uk
www.facebook.com/TheFlowerShop

