Let us be grateful to the people who
make us happy, they are the
charming gardeners who make our
Souls blossom.
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Harvest time during COVID-19 will be different this year. We are unable to come together in a
crowded church thanking God for His gifts to us but it isn’t all doom and gloom. Being in the
21st century, with use of computers, means that we can still celebrate together in our smaller
congregations and come together as a community on Zoom. We are still able to be together to
give thanks to God for what He has given us and for what we can do in the present
circumstances, rather than feeling sorry for what we are unable to do. Many of those who use
Zoom have benefitted from this new community and, if you are fearful about returning to the
church building, it is a way of feeling part of the church.
Easingwold this year will be celebrating Harvest on 27th September whilst at Raskelf it will be in
October. We will be happy to accept donations of tins of food as there are many more people
who are desperate for food due to their financial situations being put under strain because of
job losses or pay cuts. It is a time when we can come together as a church and show how
much we care for those who are suffering.
Unfortunately, we will not be able to join with the Methodists this year for a joint meal but
hopefully that can be resumed another year.
As Philippians 2:4 tells us
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
It is so easy to think about what is bothering us and how we want it corrected rather than
accepting what we have and thinking about others. It is easier to complain about what is
wrong rather than be thankful for all that is right and using our energies to ensure the hungry
are clothed and fed. Thinking of others, providing food and clothing for others helps us to act
in a Christ-like way.
This Harvest-time, we can ask God to help us to think of others and help us to perceive the
world from other people’s perspective. We can ask God to help us to be thankful for what we
have and to help us not to dwell on what is wrong.
Every blessing for September,

VJ Day — August 2020
A special service was held on 16th August to commemorate the 75th anniversary
of VJ Day (15th August). Due to the pandemic restrictions, only vicar Rev’d
Margaret Young and Rev’d Lottie Cranfield were in the church, along with
organist Peter Smith, Gina Smith to lead the singing, and Tim Young to handle
the technology! All were suitably socially distanced there, while the rest of us
followed the service on ‘Zoom’.
We were welcomed by Margaret, who started by laying a wreath at the altar.
After the opening hymn: “O God our Help in Ages Past”, the service was
structured round the themes of: ‘Act of Remembrance’, ‘Exhortation’,
‘Responsory’, ‘Prayers’ and ‘An Act of Commitment’. We heard readings of
Scripture from Micah and the Gospel according to Luke, and the poems:
“Hiroshima Child” and ”VJ Day, Khanburi”. The hymns included “I Vow to Thee
my Country” and “Now Thank we all Our God”.
A video recording of the service held at the Easingwold War Memorial the
previous day was shown as well as videos of “VJ Day across the World” and
“War Museum VJ Day 1945”.
There followed prayers of ‘A Collect for Peace, ‘A Prayer
for the Sovereign’ and ‘A Prayer for Peace and
Reconciliation’. After singing The National Anthem, Margaret gave The
Blessing and we ended with the hymn: “Guide me O Thou Great
Redeemer”. Margaret concluded by thanking everyone involved in
making the two events happen, mentioning especially John Cleaver of
the Easingwold Branch of the Royal British Legion.
Pictures by Tim Young

M.W.

Editor’s note: by popular request, the poem “Hiroshima Child” is reprinted towards the end of the magazine.

Church office holders targeted by gift card email scam
North Yorkshire Police is warning local residents to be vigilant for an email scam in which the sender claims to
be the local reverend and asks the recipient to purchase high value Amazon gift cards on their behalf.

Church wardens, treasurers and volunteers have been targeted, with some emails claiming to be from the
Archbishop of York. The initial email follows a standard format and reads:
“Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to handle discreetly. I am currently busy in a prayer
session, no calls so just reply my email.”
Then, if the recipient enters into a dialogue they will be asked to purchase Amazon gift cards as ‘thank you’
presents for members of the church family. The scammer provides reassurances that the money will be
reimbursed and asks the individual to send photos of the gift cards or vouchers which allows them to collect the
unique codes and use the cards to make online purchases.
Anyone receiving these emails should report it to North Yorkshire Police by calling 101.

Never
trust any unsolicited emails from the Vicar or other church office holders where the
request, language or style of writing is atypical of the alleged sender. If in doubt, recipients must not reply to
suspicious emails or click on any links or attachments in it. Instead, please contact the relevant church office
holder using the contact details published on the church website and in the magazine.

Samaritans’ Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2020
This year has brought new challenges, hasn’t it? Many things we were
looking forward to in 2020 have been cancelled - from the Olympics to
school graduation celebrations. Children around the world, especially those
in contexts of poverty, have struggled with this uncertainty and
sadly sometimes grief.
With so many ongoing challenges for many families, let’s remind the world’s children that they
are loved and special to God. A shoebox gift through Operation Christmas Child does just that,
while bringing a great big smile to the face of all those little ones who receive them. This
organisation is intending to continue this excellent work, through their contacts on the ground,
and we intend to send as many boxes as we are able despite the current situation.

The boxes have been ordered and will be available from Sunday 6th September.
If possible please collect your box and leaflet from the Parish Church porch or from
11 Whiteoak Avenue. If you are unable to collect (or have any other queries) please ring
Chris on 01347 823548 to arrange a delivery. The filled box needs to be returned to either place
by Sunday 1st November.
GIFT IDEAS – please include one or more items from each category if at all possible.
FUN/TOYS - Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls or
cuddly toys, toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, small puzzles, wind up
torch, slinky spring, matchbox cars etc.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES - Pens, pencils & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink
pad sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar calculators, colouring & picture
books etc.
HYGIENE ITEMS - Toothbrush, bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
TO WEAR - Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set.
N.B. Due to more stringent import regulations, toothpaste and sweets can no longer be
included in shoeboxes. Also, used, damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives
or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food items; lotions or liquids including bubbles;
medicines; playing cards of the 4-suit variety; religious or political literature; sharp or fragile
items; books with mainly words cannot be included and will be removed if you include them.
There will be no charge for the empty box but if you are able to include the suggested donation
(£5) in the leaflet for transport that would be helpful. HOWEVER, if that is too much to ask
when you are providing the contents of your box don't worry, still fill your box. If you are not
able to fill a box perhaps you could give a £5 donation to help with transport costs.
I have taken on the organising role for this year from Dr Gaynor Cole, who has successfully
organised this work for many years and to whom we extend our thanks. If you feel you can help
in any way I would be very glad to hear from you on 01347 823548.
Deacon Chris Peel

ELECTORAL ROLL
The Electoral Roll (ER) is a list of those in the benefice entitled to vote in the election of certain
parish officers (for example the Churchwardens and members of the PCC). In essence, under
the Church Representation Rules to be included in the ER you must be baptised and aged 16 or
over, and be a member of the Church of England or a church in communion with it, or be a
member of another church which subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. You should also
be resident in the parish or have attended worship regularly during the previous six months.
I am currently updating the Electoral Roll in preparation for the delayed Annual Parochial Church
Meeting, currently scheduled for October. I have approached those who are not currently on the
ER, and whom I believe may wish to be included, but if you are in any doubt do please get in
touch, (01347 823548) and I will be delighted to take any necessary action.
Ian Peel, Electoral Roll Officer

St John the Baptist
Men’s Group
In September the Men’s Group will be holding their first meeting since lockdown began back in
March, and this will take place on Tuesday the 8th at 7.30pm in The George Hotel in

Easingwold. We will be meeting in our usual room, off the restaurant, and if you would like to
attend please let me know in advance as we need to ensure that we have an attendance record
for ’Track and Trace’ purposes. Some of the Men’s Group members are still reluctant to meet up
due to the ongoing Coronavirus situation, but we have around eight members who would like
to take the opportunity to meet up due to the lifting of lockdown restrictions. This meeting may
be a one-off to give the members a chance to catch up and share some fellowship together
whilst the lockdown measures are less restrictive, but if things change in the autumn [as some
expect] then we will again suspend future meetings until the horizon is clearer.
WATCH THIS SPACE
Love to see you if you can join us on Tuesday 8th of September at The George, but please drop

me an email at easingwoldrev@gmail.com beforehand if you are intending to come along

Blessings as always
John Hetherington

SERVICES AND EVENTS: SEPTEMBER 2020
To contact Revd Margaret Young, tel: 01347 821394
or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org
The Vicar’s day off is Monday
Children are welcome at all our services

Please see notice on next page regarding church reopening
Morning services at Easingwold
Sunday: 9am
Wednesday: 9am
Be prepared to wear a face mask.

Alcohol gel will be available.

The Sunday 10.30 am service will continue using Zoom
direct from St John the Baptist Church
If you wish to join the service and are not receiving the codes, then please get in
contact with Margaret by email (margareteyoung@btopenworld.com).

Services at Raskelf will be on the first Sunday
in the month at 4pm.
Private prayer will continue at Easingwold but only if it is used.
Sundays 2-3pm; Thursdays 9-10am
The FAMILY SERVICE will be held via Zoom and Messenger on
SUNDAY 27th September at 4.30pm
and you are also welcome to join the group via Zoom for

MORNING PRAYER each TUESDAY
IGNITE GROUP FOR
PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN
FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 4pm
The IGNITE GROUP which normally meets on Friday afternoons in the
Parish Church Rooms is also being continued by using Zoom
(Contact Margaret for further details)

Church Re-opening
Easingwold church re-opened for congregational services; from Sunday 9th August
and
Raskelf
church
will
re-open
from
Sunday
6th
September.
However, as we can only have a limited number of attendees at each service, you
would need to pre-book your place by contacting Margaret a few days before the
relevant service (01347 821394).

There will not be any hymns and if you wish to have a service sheet you will need to
bring your own which will be available online. There will also be a few for collection for
those not online but you will be requested to take these home and bring them back on
subsequent weeks. Many of you know the words of the service so well that you may
find a service sheet unnecessary.
Unfortunately it will not be possible to offer lifts to church
or offer refreshments after the service
Weddings and funerals are permitted but with limited numbers and social distancing
Hymn books are not accessible and all loose leaflets have had to be removed.

There are only certain pews available to sit on.
All this means that we do not have the church looking its best.
We will endeavour to get things back to normal when we are able but this may not be
in the foreseeable future.
OoOOoO

The Parish Church Rooms will remain closed
until further notice

HARVEST GIFTS
Donations for the harvest festival may be left in the church porch on
Saturday 26th September
Further details for specific items required by organisations will be published
on the church website in due course
Coronavirus liturgy and prayer resources can be found on the Church of England webpage:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19liturgy-and-prayer-resources from which the following prayer is taken:
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty
and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are
brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can
separate us from your love, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Readings
No Evensong services are currently planned but relevant readings
are provided for your reference.
6th September
Exodus 12.1-14
Romans 13.8-14
Matthew 18.15-20

Trinity 13

No Evensong
Ezek 12.21-13.16
Acts 19.1-20

13th September
Exodus 14.19-31
Romans 14.1-12
Matthew 18.21-35

Trinity 14

No Evensong
Ezek 20.1-8,33-44
Acts 20.17-38

20th September
Exodus 16.2-15
Phil 1.21-end
Matthew 20 1-18

Trinity 15

No Evensong
Ezek 33.23,30- 34.10
Acts 1.9-25

27th September
2 Corinthians 9.6-15
Luke 12.16-30

Harvest Festival Family Service

No Evensong
Ezek 37.15-28
John 2.22-end

From the Registers
Funeral:
10th August: Alan Sharpe

Children are very welcome
to attend church on any Sunday

The Church Mice is a session for children aged 3-11 years and is held in the
choir vestry at St John the Baptist & All Saints Church during Parish Eucharist

Many activities – Learning through the Bible
Future dates will be announced as and when the current COVID-19 crisis ends

St Mary’s Church will re-open for congregational
services on the first Sunday in the month at 4pm
beginning in September.
Service sheets will be available on-line with a few
being made available in church which you will
need to take home and use next time.
BE PREPARED TO WEAR A FACE MASK
ALCOHOL GEL WILL BE AVAILABLE
The church will no longer be open for private prayer.

Mothers' Union
Communion and Coffee in the Parish Church
suspended until further notice
For more information about the Mothers’ Union, visit
https://www.mothersunion.org/

PRAYER CORNER
Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community. At St John the
Baptist and All Saints’, we join with you in your prayers for family, friends and all
whom you care for. There is currently no access to the church to visit the prayer
corner to write down the names of those you are concerned for. If you would like
prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are struggling with
anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated circle of
people will pray for you. If you would like prayer, please contact Reverend Lottie
Cranfield 07807 941528
Please include in your prayers this month:





The Lions – giving thanks for their support to local people in need
Community Care - its organisers and the volunteers who drive and befriend; the Community
Minibus
Communities at Conroy Close; United Response (Boot Shop); those living in independent
units.
St Mary’s Church, Raskelf, and its outreach into the community

The Future for the Church of England
As John Hetherington referred to in the article in the August magazine, a return to some form of
“normality” is likely to be completely different from anything we have ever experienced before.
For it appears that we are going to have to learn to live with this coronavirus. Iris and I are now
both in our 90’s, and the likelihood is that our essential safeguarding means we will never again
in our lifetime be able to enter a church building for a Eucharist service or indeed even to
receive Holy Communion at home. In addition to us, there are many in our congregations at the
Parish Churches who are well over 70 and should also be carefully safeguarding.
So where does the future lie? I remember some 50 years ago, when I was a member of the
General Synod, I addressed one of the meetings of the Synod in Westminster about this very
subject. I said that we should be thinking even then about the future organisation of the Church
to meet modern reality and thereby proclaim the Good News more effectively. I asked who in
their right senses in the 20th century (as it then was) would set up a police force or fire brigade
by sending individual policemen with truncheons or firemen with buckets and hoses to look
after individual groups of villages. That was probably alright for the 18 th and perhaps
19th centuries, but could not serve modern life. Is there not a parallel to be drawn with the
organisation of the Church of England, with clergy dotted all about the countryside? I suggested
that the present system reached perhaps up to 5% of the population, plus those attending
baptisms, weddings and funerals who were never seen again. Needless to say, my plea so long
ago to the General Synod came to nought!
So where do we go now? Where should we direct our resources to make more impact? The
majority of us cannot worship, huddled round our computer screens, with services transmitted
by Zoom. There may be some who really can, and I applaud them. But I think the Americans
have been able to see the opportunity of making contact with the masses on the radio and TV,
with numerous stations and channels broadcasting the Gospel, perhaps sometimes in forms we
don’t understand or fully appreciate. Indeed, there is already one channel on our Freeview
system which has such American-style evangelism. The really excellent news is that the Church
of England each Sunday at 9am is broadcasting an Anglican Eucharist on YouTube and Facebook.
This can be received on the ordinary television set by inserting a simple one-off gadget. Now
that is a small step in the right direction! Iris and I can join in with the worshippers at these
Eucharists. At the middle of July it was the Archbishop celebrating at York Minster, followed the
next week by a celebration from the Anglican Church in Brussels within the Diocese of Gibraltar
and Europe. More recently there was the Eucharist from the Anglican Shrine of Our Lady at
Walsingham, when Fr Kevin Smith, yes, Kevin, our very own fully-trained Easingwold ordinand/
priest, was officiating.
So what of the future? Are we inevitably going to see a return to small house groups, meeting
together to worship and support each other, as the first Christians did? If so, are we gradually
going to move towards unpaid priests earning their living in the community being the norm,
thereby releasing the large funds of the Church for other ways of furthering the spread of the
Gospel? Perhaps we also look again at the relatively large numbers engaged in the clerical and
lay bureaucracy of the Church? Then perhaps we could use the freed funds to buy time for
Sunday services on one of the mainstream TV channels? Perhaps even having weekday evening
services on a radio station, featuring the best of our preachers?

Or perhaps the Christian denominations could together actually launch their own radio station
and TV channel to reach out to the millions of the faithful, as well as proclaiming the Good News
to large numbers of other listeners and viewers? Is it possible that we can take an increasing
role in the provision of hospices? Or perhaps in the mental health area? For these were the
very foundations of medieval provision for those in need, thereby showing the love of God in
action rather than in words. What a lot lies ahead of us, although I will certainly not live long
enough to see what happens. But change is inevitable. And perhaps it is an opportunity that
God trusts we will not miss.
So, come on, give us your ideas about the Church of the future. What shape should it take?
Where should it be heading? How can it react to an increasingly secular world? Or are we
content just to return in small numbers to the church buildings, booking our places, practising
social distancing, wearing face masks and giving up any singing in case we breathe too heavily?
We must and should do better. I know I will not be popular with everyone for raising these
issues, but face them we must.
By Gerald Edmondson-Jones
If you would like to raise money for
Easingwold with Raskelf Anglican Churches
without it costing you any extra money then
please consider joining easyfundraising.
How does it work?


The easyfundraising organisation works with over 4300 retailers who have agreed to pass
on a donation to a given good cause when a purchase is made via the easyfundraising
website.



There are no catches and it’s 100% free!

How do you join?


Click on easingwoldwithraskelfpcc to go to the easyfundraising.org.uk website to create
an account by clicking on the red Join Us button.



Enter your First Name, Last Name, Email address and choose a password, then click on
the green Create my Account button.

How do you shop once registered?


Go to the website easyfundraising.org.uk and log in (if not already logged in) with your
email address and the password you chose.



Once logged on, click on the dropdown lists on the green taskbar to find the retailer you
want, e.g. click on ‘Entertainment and Leisure’ then ‘Food and Wine’ to see shops like
Sainsbury’s, Tesco or Waitrose; or click on Electricals then ‘Home Appliances’ to see shops
like Amazon, John Lewis or Argos.



Click on the retailer you want to use then click on the Go Shopping button to buy online in
the usual way.



When you make a purchase a donation will be made to Easingwold with Raskelf Anglican
Churches PCC.

For donations to Easingwold with Raskelf
churches go to give.net & ‘Find a charity’
number 1145021, then select ‘1 Charities’
or go to easingwoldraskelfanglican.org
and select the ‘Support us’ link.

Jake’s Plaice
Fish and Chips
65-67 Long Street, Easingwold YO61 3HY
Open:
Mon– Sat 4.30pm to 8.00pm
Thurs– Sat 11.30am to 1.30pm

16th year and still chipping away
Open The Book
at Easingwold
Primary
School
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
See: biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/
open-the-book for further information.

Matthew Slinger
Carpets & Floor Coverings
Suppliers and Fitters
T: 01609 776260
M: 07761 033278
E: 1fytcpt5@gmail.com
I come to you to give free estimate
Unit 7, Town Hall Buildings, Northallerton DL7 8QR

‘HirosHima CHild’
I come and stand at every door
But none can hear my silent tread
I knock and yet remain unseen
For I am dead for I am dead
I’m only seven though I died
In Hiroshima long ago
I’m seven now as I was then
When children die they do not grow
My hair was scorched by swirling flame
My eyes grew dim my eyes grew blind
Death came and turned my bones to dust
And that was scattered by the wind

I need no fruit I need no rice
I need no sweets nor even bread
I ask for nothing for myself
For I am dead for I am dead
All that I need is that for peace
You fight today you fight today
So that the children of this world
Can live and grow and laugh and play
-a poem by Turkish poet Nazim Hikmet.

97 LONG STREET, EASINGWOLD, YORK YO61 3HY
Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am to 5pm

WHO ARE WE?
Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea is a
social enterprise partnership business.
Our objectives are to offer work placements to young and needy people
with a strong outworking of the Christian Faith within the community. We
are committed to recycling a minimum of 55% of our profits back into
community and charities supported by the enterprise.
Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea will give voluntary and paid work
opportunities with accredited training in all aspects of retail business.

WHO BENEFITS?
The community and individuals provided with opportunity for change.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

INFO@MC-AT.CO.UK

01347 821692

