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It’s Good To Smile 

Love and Marriage 

From “Bloopers and Blessings” compiled by Judith Merrell  

Published by TLM Trading Ltd—ISBN 978-1-09092-22-8 

Albert Einstein and his wife were interviewed on their golden wedding. The reporter asked, 
“To what do you attribute the success of your marriage?” 

Einstein replied, “50 years ago we made a pact. In our life together, I would make all the big 
decisions and she would make all the small ones. That, I think is the reason for the success of 
our marriage.”   

Then he added, “The strange thig is—in 50 years there hasn’t yet been one big decision.” 

At the end of a wedding ceremony the Methodist minister raised his hand in order to give the 
final blessing. The nervous bride totally misunderstood this gesture and surprised the minister 
with a high-five.  

Not wanting to exclude the groom, the minister offered him a high-five as well and then gave 
the blessing while the congregation shook with laughter. 
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 On the 21st of this month we celebrate the feast of St Matthew. According to church 
tradition he was both an apostle and the author of the gospel that bears his name. His 
authorship of the gospel is today strongly doubted by most scholars, but his original job of being 
a tax collector is undoubted and his name of either Matthew or Levi is included in all the gospel 
lists of the apostles. However apart from these and a short mention of his calling by Jesus we 
don’t know much about him. We know quite a bit more about Zachaeus (another tax collector) 
but he didn’t become an apostle unless the names have got ravelled up. Tax collectors were 
hated in Israel as traitors working for the occupying Romans, and were also seen as dishonestly 
profiting off the backs of ordinary people. All of this shows how inflammatory the topic of money 
can be. 
 
 In the Christian tradition wealth is often seen as an impediment to righteousness. Jesus tells 
the rich and virtuous young man who wishes to join him to give his money away to the poor and 
that he will have treasure in heaven. However, it all depends on what your treasure consists of, 
how you go about accumulating it, and what you do with it. If your treasure is monetary and is 
largely based on activities which are based solely on financial transactions then you are probably 
Scrooge. Alternatively, if you seldom give a thought about money, spending whenever you feel 
like it, and hoping things will sort themselves out then you are probably Mr Micawber. As Dickens 
knew only too well, neither extreme is desirable. 
 
 Money of itself is neutral power- it has neither virtue nor vice, but the ends to which it is 
put have endless possibilities of both of these. Dedicated time, effort, care and love, which are 
the key to all good relationships, cannot be bought- but a wise use of money can enable us to 
give these things without placing unnecessary burdens on others, and can exponentially increase 
their effectiveness. Interestingly Clergy are not paid a salary but a stipend; an allowance so that 
we can feely exercise our vocations!  
 
 If we look at the New Testament there is a clear recognition that all must contribute to the 
common cause in proportion to their abilities.  Mary Magdalene, Joanna the wife of Herod’s 
steward, all assisted Jesus and the apostles. Lydia, the self employed businesswoman dealing in 
luxury goods (Purple textiles) helps the apostles with money, accommodation, food and space for 
church meetings. St Paul makes it plain that all must contribute if possible. He was a tent maker 
by tradition. 
 
 Neither wealth nor a relatively modest income are things which we have to remind people 
of. It is what we do with what we have, both in money and effort, that should speak for us. 
Remember Jesus’ story of the widow’s mite. (Mark 21 vs 41-44). And, of course, God has all our 
bank details anyway. 
 
 Best wishes 

 



 

 

Sunday 28th September 

Harvest Festival at 10.30am 

at Easingwold Parish Church 
To be followed by a shared lunch at 12 noon. 

For catering purposes, if you would like to stay for the 

harvest lunch, please sign the list at the back of church  

We shall be  decorating the church on Saturday 27th and much help will be needed for 

that.  See the notice board in church for times.   

We will be accepting money gifts for Carecent who work all year round with homeless 

people in York.   

Our local food bank is supporting increasing numbers of people and would like our help.  

Frank says, "In particular we are short of UHT sterilised milk cartons, tinned meat dishes 

such as curry, mince and chicken in sauce type items, as well as tinned frankfurters and 

meat balls for children; packets of rice, dried noodles, tinned rice pudding, tinned fruit; 

shampoo and bars of soap." 

Chris 

Choral Evensong for St Matthew’s Day 

at Easingwold Parish Church 

 

 

EASINGWOLD DEANERY 

ECUMENICAL CHOIR 

Sunday 21st September at 4pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Peter Smith at 

petersmith41@btinternet.com 

to confirm if you are available to sing  

Introit O taste and see  -R. Vaughan Williams 

Preface, Confession and Absolution and 

Opening Responses  Smith 

Hymn  162 For all your saints still active 

(replace verse 2 with the verse for 21st September)   

Psalm 119  verses 33-40  Chant –.J.Jones 

Old Testament Lesson  Ecclesiastes 5: 4-12 

Magnificat  Herbert Brewer in D 

New Testament Lesson  Matthew 19: 16 - end 

Nunc Dimittis  Herbert Brewer in D  

Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Responses and Collects 

Anthem   O for a closer walk with God -  

 Charles V. Stanford 

Hymn 188   Give us the wings of faith 

Hymn  161  For all the saints (vv 1,2,3,4,7,8) 

Blessing 



 

 

Thinking Ahead 

I do hope that you have been considering prayerfully whether you could help our church in any 
way at all.  Despite the willingness of many volunteers (for you we are truly grateful), there are 
still roles to fill – mostly occasional but never-the-less important.  Please talk to myself or 
Sara Beaumont. 

What is your gifting or, to put it another way, what are you good at?  Everyone has been given 
gifts to use.  Sometimes we use our gifts without even thinking about it. However, more are 
needed so no one person is overwhelmed. 

We can’t wait for a new vicar to arrive.   Your help is needed now.  What could you do to help? 

We desperately need someone to help with administration - weekly notices, photocopying, 
keeping the back of church tidy etc so that Sara has more time for her Anna Chaplaincy role 

Here are some of the other needs: 

 PCC members - 2 more needed 

 Prayer – join the confidential Prayer Circle  

 Technology – microphones and automatic door care etc and Zoom back up 

 Sacristy – ordering essentials by phone (2/3 times a year) 

 Kitchen/Toilet Overseer – check cleanliness (between Justin’s monthly deep clean), 
check needs, keep tidy, dispose of recycling, change bin liners if needed  

 Intercessions – three more needed (training supplied) 

 Sunday morning transport – reserves to help very occasionally,  

 Social activities – helping to organise, baking, setting up / clearing up, coffee after 
10.30am but also on other occasions e.g. Choral Evensong 

 Publicity - when attending a church event, writing a few lines and taking a photo to 
send to the Advertiser and to the monthly parish magazine, putting up posters 

 Visiting – those living alone or who are sick 

 Christians Together Around Easingwold (CTAE) – one or more to attend 3 meetings a 
year, advertise and help at joint events 

 Flowers – join the rota – they can be flowers in a vase! 

 Bell ringing – you can be taught 

 Singing – it is great when we have a choir! 

 
Please come forward to help.  Many hands make light work!  

Chris Peel 



 

 

YOU and ME 
 

.......bringing people together 

Our next event will be  

Drinks at The George 

Saturday 20th September: 3pm-5pm 

 

Come and join us for a social get-together 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2025 
 
Yes, it is that time of the year again.  We have been asked by the local co-ordinator, 
Terry, if we will distribute Samaritan's Purse shoeboxes again this year, and receive the full 
ones.  We are happy to do that, so the boxes will be available from the church porch from 
mid-September.  Please read the leaflet that comes with the box.  The full boxes need to be 
brought to church by the 2nd November so they can be collected from us to go to the central 
collecting point..  Thank you for your support of this charity, needed more than ever this year. 

Hazel, Christina, Caroline, Julia & Sara  

 

A very sincere “Thank You” to those who hold Children’s Society Boxes for the collection of 

loose change.  As a reminder, the contents, or ideally a cheque for their value, need to be 

passed to me by Sunday 28th September please, to allow for them to be paid in through the 

church accounts by October. 

Ian Peel (Tel: 01347 823548) 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES 

We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start? It 
is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a 
daily reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps the 
reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in the 
Bible ourselves. 

Please contact Gina, either in Church or by phone on 01347 823843. She can show you 
examples, and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. It only 
costs £13.80 a year for 365 daily readings – less than 4p a day.  

Gina Smith - 01347 823843—BRF Co-ordinator  



 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: SEPTEMBER 2025  
For any queries, please contact one of the Churchwardens or our 

Parish Administrator (see contact details on page 3) 
Children are welcome at all our services  

 

Normal Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00am—Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30am—Holy Communion 

Holy Communion Service at  

Springhill Court, 

Manor Road, Easingwold 

All welcome 

Caring and Sharing 

(formerly known as the Widows’ Group) 

will meet again on 

Sunday 7th September  

after morning service in the choir vestry at the 

back of the church. 

Do come if you feel it will help you.   

Nancy Kilburn 

Tuesday 9th September 
at 3pm 

Christians Together around Easingwold (CTAE) 
 

The monthly prayer meeting will be on 

Saturday 13th September at 9am at the Methodist Church 

Come and join this short time of prayer for our churches, town, country and world.  
 
 

Sunday 14th September at 3pm: Joint Service in the Priory Gardens 
You are invited to join us for the Priory Service when the speaker will be  

Rev’d. Alex Middleton-Laing, our new Methodist Minister  

“In unity God will grow his Church” 

Children’s Church Services at Easingwold—Little Seeds 
for 4 to 9 year olds on Thursdays during term time at 3.30pm 

in the Parish Church 
Please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com 

for more details or just turn up 

Sunday 14th September: Services led by The Right Rev’d, Dr Flora Winfield, Bishop of Selby 

Sunday 21st September: Choral Evensong for St Matthew’s Day at 4.00pm 

Sunday 28th September: Harvest Festival at 10.30am followed by a shared lunch at 12 noon 

For catering purposes, if you would like to stay for the harvest lunch, 

please sign the list at the back of church  

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 

 
Sunday 7th September: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Sunday 21st September: Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 

Friday 3rd October: Harvest Festival at 7pm 

A collection for RABI will be taken and 

refreshments served after the service. 

 

Heroism and Gothic Fantasy 

An Organ Recital given by John Dunford 

St Mary’s Church, Raskelf 

Saturday 27th September at 3.00pm 

 

John Dunford will be giving what he is aiming to be an 
entertaining afternoon organ recital at Raskelf on Saturday 
27th September at 3.00pm - an hour of music and some 
commentary in between items. 

A flamboyant and virtuosic Toccata in F by Bach, an organ 
Sonata by Mendelssohn, a chorale prelude by C H H Parry on 
the hymn 'Abide with me’ and a Psalm prelude by Herbert 
Howells.  

In addition there are two epic pieces with Gothic overtones, 
Cesar Franck’s 'Piece Heroique’ and Leon Boelmann’s ‘Suite 
Gothique’. Both will have you expecting a thunderstorm with 
flashes of lightning, bats in the belfry and vampires! - so come 
prepared.  

Between items John will talk about the music, organ playing in general, the technical difficulties 
presented by some of the music as well as his customary (what he hopes is) humorous banter 
that may go totally off topic!  

Come and support, be entertained and bring friends along.  

 

Tickets £10 including refreshments 

from Judith 0772224133 

Lynne 0780721716 

Pat 07989722151 

Proceeds in aid of the Church Restoration Fund 



 

 

Readings 
 

 

Eucharist  Evening Prayer 
 
7th September Trinity 12 
Deuteronomy 30.15-20  Isaiah 43.14-44.5 
Philemon 1.1-21  John 5.30-47 
Luke 14.25-33 
 
14th September Trinity 13 
Exodus 32.7-14  Isaiah 60 
1 Timothy 1.12-17  John 6.51-69 
Luke 15.1-10 
 
21st September Trinity 14 
Amos 8.4-7  Ezra 1 
1 Timothy 2.1-7  John 7.4-36 
Luke 16.1-13 
 
28th September Harvest 
Deuteronomy 26.1-11  Nehemia 2 
Revelation 14.14-18  John 8.31-38, 48-59 
John 6.25-35 
 
5th October Trinity 16 
Habakkuk 1.1-4, 2.1-4   Nehemia 5.1-13 
2 Timothy 1.1-14  John 9 
Luke 17.5-10 

From the Registers 

 

14th August: Geoffrey Lambert 

21st August: Audrey Stephenson 

 

24th August: 
Amalie Lily Rachael Penrose 

 

26th August: Geoffrey William Simpson 

28th August: Dorothy Eleanor Dawson 



 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community, and the 

prayer corner in St John the Baptist and All Saints’ is used regularly. It is a space 

where you are able to write the names of people you would like to have 

remembered in the book there. At St John the Baptist and All Saints’, we join with 

you in your prayers for family, friends and all for whom you care.  

If you would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are struggling 

with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated group of people will 

pray for you/them.  To be included in prayers, please contact Chris Peel on 01347 823548. 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 The Lions – giving thanks for their support to local people in need 

 Community Care (EDCCA) - its organisers and the many volunteers; drivers and befrienders; 
Meals on Wheels; Dementia Hub; Shop; Men’s Shed; organised outings  

 Communities at Conroy Close; those living in independent units.  

 St Mary’s Church, Raskelf, and its outreach into the community.    

PRAYING TOGETHER 
 

We are called by Jesus to pray together as well as individually.  This doesn't 

mean just in services - although that is important - but with family, friends or 

Church members. 

We give thanks that a new Vicar, Richard Grant, has been appointed and 

we await the date of his coming to us with his wife, Tess.  Please pray for 

them both as they plan this move and for us as a church, that we will be ready to 

welcome them among us, and to support their ministry.  Please continue to pray for all 

who have already volunteered to help in a variety of ways, and that more will offer their 

abilities to enable us to fill the gaps.  Our new vicar will not do that!!  

Prayer is also needed for the other churches in our town and for our community.  There is 

much to give thanks for, and to pray about locally, as well as for the wider world.  Do join 

us at the Methodist Church on the second Saturday (13th September), as we meet to 

pray with folk from the different churches. 

Nancy Kilburn, Sara Beaumont, Chris Peel       

Bible Conversations 

The next meeting for Bible Conversations will be on  

Tuesday 2nd September —10.00am to 11.15am 

at 11 Whiteoak Avenue, Easingwold 

Please arrive early so we can start promptly at 10.00am 

If you would like further information, contact 

Chris Peel (01347 823548) or Sara Beaumont (sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com) 



 

 

COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

Are you interested in joining a lively group who simply enjoy being together exploring deeper 

into God’s Word for today? 

Community Bible Study is rooted in prayer and we share a strong desire to help all people who 

want to understand the world through the Bible. This year, over 30 weeks, we will be studying 

Deuteronomy, Galatians and Ephesians.  

We meet at 9:30am in Kurt’s Bar, Galtres Centre, where we offer a warm, safe environment for 

people to share and grow together in confidence starting on Wednesday 3rd September, 

following the school year for holidays finishing on 6th May. 

Why not come and try a session or two for free? If you decide to join us we ask for a small charge 

to cover refreshments, materials and room booking.  

For further information please contact Sally by email to cbsi@dsign.plus.com 

Open The Book at Easingwold Primary School 

Forthcoming dates: To be announced  

Open the Book (OtB) offers primary school children an opportunity to hear key Bible stories told 

by a team of Christians from local churches, who present the stories during assemblies or acts of 

collective worship. Each presentation takes around 10–15 minutes and can be incorporated into 

a wider school assembly, or can be stand-alone.  

For further information please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 

a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com 

Parish Passes for York Minster 

 

Any member of the Parish may obtain a digital pass from the PCC Secretary. 

It is valid for one person for one visit only. 

Visiting and closure times are on the York Minster website: 

http://www.yorkminster.org or by telephoning 01904 557275 
 

Email: hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk or phone 01347 239178 

Weekly Email Notices 

If you would like to receive the weekly email notices, which includes details on how to access 

“Zoomed” church services, please contact Sara Beaumont on this 

email:   sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com  

mailto:cbsi@dsign.plus.com
mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com
mailto:hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk
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Easingwold & District u3a 
 

COME & JOIN US - £15 per year 
 

The u3a offers a monthly speaker meeting on the 

3rd Tuesday 2pm at the Methodist Church and over 30  

leisure, educational & recreational activities for those 

no longer in fulltime work 

 

Next meeting is on 16th September 

An Amusing Look Back at my 

Life in Showbiz 

Patti Gold 

 

easingwold-u3a.org.uk 

 OASIS 
COFFEE MORNING 

Easingwold Methodist Church 
Chapel Street 

Friday 26th September 
0945-11.30 

Come and share good Fair Trade coffee, tea and 
biscuits, with great conversation and fellowship 

Christian Meditation 

 

Most Fridays at 2.30 pm to 3.15 pm at the 

Galtres Centre Function Room (upstairs) 
 

It includes periods of music and silent meditation 

 

In today's culture this is an opportunity of being together in a reflective mood 
including silence. After a brief period of spoken reflection we experience some reflective music. 
We then enter a period of silent meditation for about 20-25 minutes. Some people use a 4-beat 
mantra such as "Ma-ra-na-tha" (or Come Lord Jesus), said twice, (not out loud!) breathing in and 
then when breathing out.   After this, another period of music precedes a final prayer. It doesn’t 
suit everyone but it is something worth trying. Sometimes we have a few comments, even 
laughter, afterwards! In today’s busy-ness people often find this simple and yet cathartic. Even 
children in school use silence as a restful experience! 

 

Perhaps, give it a try? Join us, you are most welcome. 
Contact Marko Jakic  01347 469049  



 

 

 

EDCCA 
Easingwold District Community Care Association 

 

EDCCA can provide many services such as befriending and sitting service for those feeling lonely and to give the 
carer some brief respite.  The volunteer car scheme can get you to medical appointments if you are unable to 
yourself. We also offer minibus trips with Morse. 

EDCCA and the villages Food Bank can supply food if you have a need. We also collect surplus food from the 
two Co-ops and hold stalls outside Cozie from Monday to Friday to distribute this. 

If you are unable to collect prescriptions we have a twice weekly service on Tuesday and Thursdays. We can 
also do small shopping requests for you. 

We have our Dementia Day Centre, the Hub Club based at the football club. 

Our charity boutique on Long Street sells a selection of beautiful pre loved items, why not pop in and take a look. 

For the men we have a Men in Sheds project based at the football club. 

Delicious nutritious meals can be ordered via our Meals on Wheels service delivered Monday to Friday. 

Wheelchairs and other small items can be hired for a nominal fee. 

Our cryptic crossword club meets on Monday downstairs and the Knit and Natter group meets monthly at 
Springhill Court. 

For those wanting to meet others our regular Tea and Tarts get together will be on Tuesday 16th September in 
the Galtres Centre between 10am and noon, free to attend, all welcome. Enjoy cakes and tea/coffee.  

The trips departing in September are to Whitby on 4th September. Have a wander by the harbour or visit the 
museums and independent shops. Don’t forget the fish and chips and ice cream.  Then on 25th September 
Beverley have a look at St Marys Church, admire the paintings in the art gallery or have a wander around 
the shops.    The cost for both of the trips is £20 per excursion. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering with us please contact the office or for any related enquiries.   

We can be contacted by telephone on  01347 822875 
or for car scheme on 01347 822598 or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 

 Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Books and more to your door 

Home Library and Information Service  
 

Operated by volunteers from Easingwold Community Library with the support of NYC, we 
deliver books (including Large Print and children’s books), audio books, music CDs, DVDs and 
information to the homes of people who find it difficult to get to the library. 

You may be eligible for the free home delivery service if you cannot visit the library or carry books 
because of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We deliver to people who live in 
residential and nursing homes, too.  

 If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please ring Easingwold Library on 01609 

534584 or email ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com with your contact details.  

One of our volunteers will be in touch. 

You can raise FREE 

donations for Easingwold and 

Raskelf Anglican Churches 

every time you shop online by using easyfundraising.org.uk! Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including 

all the big names like John Lewis & Partners, BT, Expedia, Argos, ASOS, Just Eat, 

Uswitch and many more!  

So, if you have already signed up, please remember to use easyfundraising.org.uk every time you shop 

online. And, if you haven’t signed up yet, it’s easy and completely free, just go to easyfundraising.org.uk 

and, after signing up, search for and select “Easingwold with Raskelf PCC” as your cause. 

mailto:info@edcca.org.uk
mailto:ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

1st Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 Raskelf 9.30 am Holy Communion  with hymns 
2nd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion  
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom)  
3rd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 Raskelf 9.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
4th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 
5th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Weekdays in Easingwold: 
Wednesday 9.00 am  Holy Communion 
 Thursday 3.45 pm  Little Seeds for 4-9 year olds in church (term time) Contact  
  Andrew Neville-Smith at  a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com  
  for more details or just turn up 

Please note that the services schedule may vary depending upon clergy availability and the 
inclusion of special services which will be listed on page 8 of the parish magazine.. 

 Announcements will be made or, if in doubt, check with the Churchwardens. 

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 

 


