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What is normal at present? That is a difficult question to answer as we are constantly being told
of things that we must and must not do - we must wear a mask, we must not meet in groups of
more than six, the list goes on.
Jesus lived in a time and place that was run by rules and regulations so He understands what we
are going through; the Jews had their law and the Romans had theirs. Jesus appeared to be as
frustrated with all of this as much as we are today. Jesus was tested on His acceptance of Roman rule in all three of the synoptic Gospels when He is asked about paying taxes. Jesus asks for
a coin bearing the head of Caesar. Jesus says, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and give to God
what is God’s”.
Jesus would have been brought up learning the Ten Commandments and the many other rules
in the early part of the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), but He had come to fulfil what was
written in the Hebrew Bible by giving us two commands: to love God with all our hearts and to
love our neighbour as ourselves. This simplified things greatly for those around Him.
If you love your neighbour, you are not going to steal, kill or pinch his or her partner. Loving God
with all of your heart adds a dimension of showing God’s glory through all that we do. If we do
something that is not glorifying God or loving our neighbour then it is not worth doing.
Throughout all of the changes that are going on in the world, these commandments remain
steadfast, we are to love God and act accordingly. The flip side of this is that we know that God
loves us. Sometimes during what has been going on, life can feel very lonely, and we lack
motivation to do anything. Remembering that God loves us and cares for us and knowing that
His Son understands what we are going through helps us through our day.
No one is sure when normality will resume or if we are going to have to get used to a new
normal? Loving our neighbours has been a theme of this year, people have been helping out
with shopping or picking up prescriptions and keeping in touch on the phone. We all have our
part to play in showing God’s love in the world, through our actions and our words, hopefully
this will help us and others around us survive a winter of lockdown.
Every blessing for October,

Parish Church Room
The Parish Church Room is to close following a decision by the Parochial Church Council
Erected in 1912 in memory of
the Revd Nathan Jackson, vicar
of Easingwold for 33 years, the
Parish Church Room was built
on land given by Mrs Katharine
Love of Hawkhills at the cost of
around £600. Over the years, it
has been a venue for many
public and private functions
providing happy memories for
those who have attended.
Recently the building has become outdated, needing
substantial upgrading to bring it up to modern day standards
like those seen at other venues in the town.
The COVID-19 situation this year has exacerbated the problem
of falling bookings and loss of income; after lengthy and
difficult discussion, the PCC decided to close the Room
permanently and it will therefore no longer be available for
hire for public or private events.

A decision has yet to be made on the future of the building.
NEW PARISH ROOM AT EASINGWOLD
The Parish Room at Easingwold, erected in memory of the
Rev. Nathan Jackson, vicar of Easingwold for 33 years, the
foundation-stone of which was laid in March last by Mrs. Love, of
the Hawkhills, was opened yesterday by the Bishop of Beverley.
Among those present were Mrs and Miss Love, Mrs M Stapylton,
and Mrs and Miss Matthews (Crayke). The Bishop having opened
the door with a key presented to him by the architect, Mr Todd, the
clergy and the surpliced choir, followed by the general public,
entered the building, and a short dedicatory service was conducted
by the Bishop. The building, the land for which was given by
Mrs Love has cost, with furniture, £600, of which £230 yet remains
to be raised. It will seat 150 persons. Later a short service was
conducted in the Parish Church, at which the Bishop delivered an
address to a large congregation
Yorkshire Post, September 17th, 1912

Mothers' Union News
In common with other charities, MU faced a shortfall in income at the start of the pandemic.
An appeal was launched in April to ensure that all the various projects could continue.
To date £815,000.00 has been raised.
Thank you to all who made a donation. If you wish to make a donation in the form of a cheque
then payment should be to “Mothers' Union” and sent to
Mothers' Union, 126 Fairlie Road, Slough SL1 4PY
Alternatively, go to the web site: www.mothersunion.org for further information on how you
can give your support

International Literacy Day was on September 6th
Since the year 2000, MU has helped more than 144,000 people learn to read and write through
the Literacy and Financial Education programme.

Cards for Sale
A selection of cards are available for sale with an average price of £1.00 each!
Christmas cards can be ordered. To view the cards go to Mothers' Union Shop on the internet,
or contact me as I now have the new catalogue which I can loan to you. As usual I obtain the
cards from the Diocesan representative.
Please send me your orders as soon as possible.
Many thanks,
Margaret Summerscales

The Mothers'Union Prayer
Loving Lord,
We thank you for your love so freely given to us all.
We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as we seek to share your love through the
encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and family life.

Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and worship, and in love and
service reach out as your hands across the world.
In Jesus' name.
Amen

The Future for the Church of England
Thanks Gerald. Your article in last month’s magazine started me thinking. As a regular
attender, I too have missed the conventional Eucharist church service, held in St John the
Baptist and as I write restrictions are tightening due to the predicted second spike of
COVID-19, leaving many feeling hopeless, anxious and depressed. We are told that mental
health illness has increased remarkably during this pandemic.
However, I have been lucky enough to be able to spend the best part of the last 6 months
working from home, spending more time in my husband’s company than I ever have in all 26
years of married life. We’re even still talking.
I have been able to slow down, stop almost, a luxury in my otherwise busy life. Walking and
cycling in the countryside or even simply sitting in my garden, I have been able to marvel at
God’s handiwork all around me.
I have been able to catch up with my friends and family over telephone or conference calls,
much more regularly than I ever have before, and I thank God for that too.
I have had time to spend on doing things I enjoy. And I have had much more thinking time - so
here are my thoughts on 2020, lockdown, the pandemic and the lack of conventional church
services.
I believe God is teaching us a lot of lessons:


You don’t know what’s around the corner so trust in Me.



My world is beautiful, but desperately needs looking after.



Value your family and friends and share My love through your love for each other.



Value your health - never take it for granted.



Don’t expect to sit in a pew in church and have your worship provided - take responsibility.

All these whispers of God’s love are louder during lockdown, if you take the time to sit and
listen. Not the conventional way of receiving God’s word, but we are receiving it still.
Remember too, that while we cannot all join in Zoom services, that option is available to us in
Easingwold thanks to the efforts of Margaret, Lottie and Tim. Other congregations have not
been so fortunate. We have also been able to sing on Zoom thanks to Peter, Gina, Bill and
others. (I’m not sure my neighbours are counting this a blessing.)
I have not watched TV or You-tube services, they’re not for me. But that is part of the
challenge of worshipping at the moment, you have to take responsibility for it yourself and
find what’s best for you.

Laura Varney

SERVICES AND EVENTS: OCTOBER 2020
To contact Revd Margaret Young, tel: 01347 821394
or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org
The Vicar’s day off is Monday
Children are welcome at all our services

Morning services at Easingwold
Sunday: 9am
Be prepared to wear a face mask.

Wednesday: 9am
Alcohol gel will be available.

The Sunday 10.30 am service will continue using Zoom
direct from St John the Baptist Church
If you wish to join the service and are not receiving the codes, then please get in
contact with Margaret by email (margareteyoung@btopenworld.com).

NEW: 1st and 3rd Sunday Evening Prayer at 4.00pm
to be held in Easingwold church
Services at Raskelf will be held on the first Sunday
in the month at 4pm
(October service will be a Harvest Eucharist)
Private prayer will continue at Easingwold but only if it is used.
Sundays 2-3pm; Thursdays 9-10am
The FAMILY SERVICE will be held via Zoom and Messenger on

SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER at 4.30pm
and you are also welcome to join the group via Zoom for

MORNING PRAYER each TUESDAY
IGNITE GROUP FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN
FRIDAY AFTERNOONS AT 4pm
The IGNITE GROUP will meet either in church (regulations permitting)
or by Zoom
(Contact Margaret for further details)

Church Re-opening
Easingwold church re-opened for weekly congregational services from Sunday 9th
August and Raskelf church re-opened on the first Sunday of the month in September.
However, as we can only have a limited number of attendees at each service, you
would need to pre-book your place by contacting Margaret a day or two before
the relevant service (01347 821394).

There will not be any hymns and if you wish to have a service sheet you will need to
bring your own which are available online. There will also be a few for collection for
those not online but you will be requested to take these home and bring them back on
subsequent weeks. Many of you know the words of the service so well that you may
find a service sheet unnecessary.
Unfortunately it will not be possible to offer lifts to church
or offer refreshments after the service
Weddings and funerals are permitted but with limited numbers and social distancing
Hymn books are not accessible and all loose leaflets have had to be removed.

There are only certain pews available to sit on.
All this means that we do not have the church looking its best.
We will endeavour to get things back to normal when we are able but this may not be
in the foreseeable future.

Due to limited numbers allowed in church,
we will not be able to conduct our usual service.
The finer details have yet to be decided so please keep
checking the website for details.
Arrangements are subject to change as
Government guidelines permit.
Coronavirus liturgy and prayer resources can be found on the Church of England webpage:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19liturgy-and-prayer-resources from which the following prayer is taken:
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty
and distress. Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are
brought low; that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing that nothing can
separate us from your love, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Readings
No Evensong services are currently planned but relevant readings
are provided for your reference.
4th October
Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Philippians 3.4b-14
Matthew 21.33-46

Trinity 17

No Evensong
Proverbs 2.1-11
1 John 2.1-17

11th October
Exodus 32.1-14
Philippians 4.1-9
Matthew 22.1-14

Trinity 18

No Evensong
Proverbs 3.1-18
1 John 3.1-15

18th October
Isaiah 35.3-8
2 Timothy 4.5-17
Luke 10.1-9

Luke the Evangelist

25th October
Colossians 3.12-17
Matthew 24.30-35

No Evensong
Isaiah 61.1-6
Colossians 4.7-end

Bible Sunday Family Service

No Evensong
Isaiah 55.1-11
Luke 4.14-30

From the Registers
Marriage:
5th September
Chris Knowles and Anouska Swales
at Raskelf

Children are very welcome
to attend church on any Sunday

The Church Mice is a session for children aged 3-11 years and is held in the
choir vestry at St John the Baptist & All Saints Church during Parish Eucharist

Many activities – Learning through the Bible
Future dates will be announced as and when the current COVID-19 crisis ends

St Mary’s Church is open for congregational services on
the first Sunday in the month at 4pm

HARVEST FESTIVAL
2nd October at 7pm via Zoom
The service on Sunday 4th October
will be a Harvest Eucharist
Service sheets are available on-line with a few
being made available in church which you will need to take home and use next time.
BE PREPARED TO WEAR A FACE MASK
ALCOHOL GEL WILL BE AVAILABLE

Mothers' Union
Communion and Coffee in the Parish Church
suspended until further notice
For more information about the Mothers’ Union, visit
https://www.mothersunion.org/

PRAYER CORNER
Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community. At St John the
Baptist and All Saints’, we join with you in your prayers for family, friends and all
whom you care for. There is currently no access to the church to visit the prayer
corner to write down the names of those you are concerned for. If you would like
prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are struggling with
anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated circle of
people will pray for you. If you would like prayer, please contact Reverend Lottie
Cranfield 07807 941528
Please include in your prayers this month:





Those unsung heroes in the area who raise money for a variety of charities during the year;
the Shoe Box appeal
All who make music for our enjoyment; those who belong to the amateur dramatics
All businesses situated along Long Street;
Raskelf village hall and its activities

Samaritans’ Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2020
A huge “Thank you” to all of you who have taken a shoe box to fill, and to
those who have given a donation in lieu of filling a box. We started with 100
boxes and most of them have been taken but I am very happy to order
some more if there are more of you who would like to fill one. Do tell the

friends you meet that this appeal is happening. The children, the boxes are
taken to, have nothing and are thrilled to receive our gifts.
Our thanks go to the Knit and Natter Group who have continued to knit during lockdown and
have supplied us with hats, scarves and mittens and to others who have given gifts to be used
in the boxes.
Filled boxes should be returned to me Deacon Chris Peel, 11 Whiteoak Avenue or ring 823548 if
you wish your box to be collected. All boxes need to be with me by November 1st please.
Deacon Chris Peel

Because of restrictions on counting cash, could holders
of the Children’s Society boxes please empty and count
the contents and then send a cheque made payable to
E&R PCC to The Treasurer, 2 Regents Drive,
Easingwold, YO61 3QX or leave it at the Vicarage
marking the envelope “The Children’s Society, For the
attention of the Treasurer”.
PLEASE NOTE, NO LOOSE CASH CAN BE ACCEPTED

Church office holders targeted by gift card email scam
North Yorkshire Police is warning local residents to be vigilant for an email scam in which the sender
claims to be the local reverend and asks the recipient to purchase high value Amazon gift cards on
their behalf.
Church wardens, treasurers and volunteers have been targeted, with some emails claiming to be from
the Archbishop of York. The initial email follows a standard format and reads:
Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to handle discreetly. I am currently busy in a prayer session, no calls so just reply my email.”
Then, if the recipient enters into a dialogue they will be asked to purchase Amazon gift cards as ‘thank
you presents for members of the church family. The scammer provides reassurances that the money
will be reimbursed and asks the individual to send photos of the gift cards or vouchers which allows
them to collect the unique codes and use the cards to make online purchases.
Anyone receiving these emails should report it to North Yorkshire Police by calling 101

If you would like to raise money for
Easingwold with Raskelf Anglican Churches
without it costing you any extra money then
please consider joining easyfundraising.
How does it work?


The easyfundraising organisation works with over 4300 retailers who have agreed to pass
on a donation to a given good cause when a purchase is made via the easyfundraising
website.



There are no catches and it’s 100% free!

How do you join?


Click on easingwoldwithraskelfpcc to go to the easyfundraising.org.uk website to create
an account by clicking on the red Join Us button.



Enter your First Name, Last Name, Email address and choose a password, then click on
the green Create my Account button.

How do you shop once registered?


Go to the website easyfundraising.org.uk and log in (if not already logged in) with your
email address and the password you chose.



Once logged on, click on the dropdown lists on the green taskbar to find the retailer you
want, e.g. click on ‘Entertainment and Leisure’ then ‘Food and Wine’ to see shops like
Sainsbury’s, Tesco or Waitrose; or click on Electricals then ‘Home Appliances’ to see shops
like Amazon, John Lewis or Argos.



Click on the retailer you want to use then click on the Go Shopping button to buy online in
the usual way.



When you make a purchase a donation will be made to Easingwold with Raskelf Anglican
Churches PCC.

EDCCA
(Easingwold and District Community Care)

Please note that during the COVID-19 crisis, our staff are working from home and can be
contacted Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9.30am to 12.30pm using the
normal telephone number: 01347 822875.
Messages can be left outside those hours, or email at info@edcca.org.uk
We offer a Meals on Wheels service (Mondays to Fridays) and also a telephone befriending
service. Contact us on the above number for more information.
We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people in Easingwold and the surrounding
villages who are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping and collecting prescriptions.
Please let us know if you are willing to volunteer or need help.
Thank you.

For donations to Easingwold with Raskelf
churches go to give.net & ‘Find a charity’
number 1145021, then select ‘1 Charities’
or go to easingwoldraskelfanglican.org
and select the ‘Support us’ link.

Jake’s Plaice
Fish and Chips
65-67 Long Street, Easingwold YO61 3HY
Open:
Mon– Sat 4.30pm to 8.00pm
Thurs– Sat 11.30am to 1.30pm

16th year and still chipping away
Open The Book
at Easingwold
Primary
School
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
See: biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/
open-the-book for further information.

Matthew Slinger
Carpets & Floor Coverings
Suppliers and Fitters
T: 01609 776260
M: 07761 033278
E: 1fytcpt5@gmail.com
I come to you to give free estimate
Unit 7, Town Hall Buildings, Northallerton DL7 8QR

Photograph taken at Hawkhills by Sue Thorn, October 2009

97 LONG STREET, EASINGWOLD, YORK YO61 3HY
Open Monday to Saturday
7.30am to 5pm

WHO ARE WE?
Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea is a
social enterprise partnership business.
Our objectives are to offer work placements to young and needy people
with a strong outworking of the Christian Faith within the community. We
are committed to recycling a minimum of 55% of our profits back into
community and charities supported by the enterprise.
Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea will give voluntary and paid work
opportunities with accredited training in all aspects of retail business.

WHO BENEFITS?
The community and individuals provided with opportunity for change.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram

INFO@MC-AT.CO.UK

01347 821692

